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PREFACE 

The present volume is not intended to be a complete 

fOy German grammar or to replace the many excellent grammars 

^ or books for beginners now on the market. Its primary 

m object is to serve as a guide to the student in reviewing the 

* » grammar during the second year, to focus his attention upon 

"^ the essentials, and to impress these firmly upon his mind. 

O Hence all unnecessary details have been omitted, and 



matter of secondary importance has been put in small type 
or in the notes. The introductory chapter on definitions of 
grammatical terms has been inserted in the hope that it 
may relieve the teacher of German of the time-consuming 
task of teaching the first elements of English grammar. 
It is hoped that the questions on the various topics may 
prove a valuable aid in impressing all important points upon 
the student's mind. The suggested exercises can and ought 
to be multiplied and varied by the teacher, to give the stu- 
dent not merely a theoretical but also a practical knowledge 

of German grammar. 

M. H. H. 
G. C. C. 
The University or Wisconsin, 
July, 1916. 
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DEFINITIONS OF GRAMMATICAL TERMS 

1. Grammar 

Grammar is the study of the forms, uses, and structure 
of language. 

THE PARTS OF SPEECH 

2. Nouns 

1. A Noun is the name of a person, place, idea, or thing: 
matiy Berlin, truth, hat, 

2. A Common Noun is a name that may be applied to 
any one of a class of persons, places, thi;igs: man, city, 
month, 

3. A Proper Noun is the name of a particular person, 
place, or thing: Lincoln, Boston, May, 

4. A Collective Noun is the name of a number of persons 
or things taken together: army, herd, class, 

5. An Abstract Noun is the name of a quality, action, or 
state of being: beauty, reading, life, 

3. Pronouns 

1. A Pronoun is a word used instead of a noun: he, you, 
they, it, who, this. 

2. A Personal Pronoun is one that denotes 

(a) the speaker (First Person, /, me, we, us), 

(b) the one spoken to (Second Person, thou, you), 

(c) the person or thing spoken of (Third Person, 

he, him, she, it, they). 
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3. A Relative Pronoun is one that refers to some preced- 
ing noun or pronoun (its Antecedent) and connects clauses: 
who, which, what, that. The book which lies on the table is 
mine. 

4. An Interrogative Pronoun is one that is used to ask a 
question: who, which, what. 

5. A Demonstrative Pronoun is one that is used to desig- 
nate or point out an object definitely: this, that, these, those. 

6. An Indefinite Pronoun is one that designates or refers 
to an object or person in a more general or indefinite way: 
one, many, few, several, etc. 

7. A Reflexive Pronoun is one that refers back to the 
subject: myself, himself, etc. 

4. Adjectives 

1. An Adjective is a word used to modify a noun or a 
pronoun: old house, this table. Adjectives are of two kinds: 
Descriptive, old, white, and Limiting, this, that. 

2. The term Limiting Adjectives includes the following: 

(a) the definite article, the; 

(b) the indefinite article, a or an; 

(c) the demonstrative adjectives, this, that, these, 

those; 

(d) the interrogative adjectives, which, what; 

(e) the possessive adjectives, my, your, his, etc. ; 

(f) the indefinite adjectives, some, all, much, etc. ; 

(g) the numerals, both cardinals, one, two, three, 

etc., and ordinals, first, second, third, etc. 

6. Verbs 

I. A Verb is a word that asserts action, being, or state of 
being: He runs. I am. The dog sleeps. 
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2. A Transitive Verb is one that in the active voice re- 
quires an object: He writes a letter. 

3. An Intransitive Verb is one that does not require an 

object: I go. Birds fly. 

Note. — Some verbs may be used either transitively or intransi- 
tively: He writes well. 

4. A Regular Verb is one that forms its imperfect tense 
and past participle by adding -d or -ed: praise^ praised, 
praised. 

5. An Irregular Verb is one that does not form its imper- 
fect tense and past participle by adding -d or -ed: see, saw, 
seen. 

6. An Auxiliary Verb is one that is used in the conjuga- 
tion of other verbs: I have seen. We shall go. 

7. An Impersonal Verb is one that is used only in the 
third person singular, having it for a subject: It rains. 
It thunders. 

6. Adverbs 

1. An Adverb is a word that modifies the meaning of a 
verb, an adjective, or an adverb: She sings well. The tree 
is very tall. Don't run so fast. 

2. Adverbs of Place answer the question " where? " — 
there, yonder, above, etc. 

3. Adverbs of Time answer the question **when?" — 
to-day, now, never, etc. 

4. Adverbs of Manner answer the question ** how? " — 
fast, well, badly, etc. 

5. Adverbs of Degree answer the question **how much?" 
or ** to what extent? " — much, little, very. 

7. Conjunctions 
I. Conjunctions are words used to connect words, phrases, 
and clauses: The day was cold and dreary. The nations pray 
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for peace and work for war. Philosophers are not men of 
action, but of contemplation. 

2. A Coordinating Conjunction Is one that connects ele- 
ments of equal rank. For illustrations see 7, i. 

3, A Subordinating Conjunction is one that connects a 
dependent clause with an independent clause: We arrived 
on the mountain top when the sun rose. 

8. Prepositions 
A Preposition is a word that introduces a phrase modifier, 
and shows the relation of its principal word (a noun or pro- 
noun) to the word modified: The Gulf Stream can be traced 
along the shores of the United States by the blueness of the 
water. 

S. Interjections 
An Interjection is a word used to express strong or sudden 
feeling: okt ah! alasl 



MODIFICATIONS OF THE PARTS OF SPEECH 

10. Modifications of the parts of speech are changes in 
form to denote changes in meaning and use: man, men; 
long, longer; go, went. These changes are called Inflection, 

11. Modifications of the Noun 
ations of the noun and pronoun are Person, 
der. Case. 

DS have no distinct forms to show person, and In 
have forms to show gender. A noun is usually in the 
less it is in apposition with a pronoun of the first or 
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1. Person. A pronoun or noun is in the First Person 
when it denotes the speaker: /, we; in the Second Person 
when it denotes the one spoken to: thou, you; in the Third 
Person when it denotes the person or thing spoken of: he, 
she, it. 

2. Number. A noun or pronoun is in the Singular Num- 
ber when it denotes one person or thing: man, book, I, he; 
in the Plural Number when it denotes more than one: men, 
books, we, they. 

3. Gender. 

(a) The Masculine Gender denotes the male sex: 

man, boy, he. 

(b) The Feminine Gender denotes the female sex: 

woman, girl, she. 

(c) The Neuter Gender denotes want of sex: house, 

book, it. 

(d) A noun or pronoun denoting either male or 

female is said to be of the Common Gender: 
parent, child, I, we. 

4. Case. The Case of a noun depends on its use in the 
sentence. 

There are three cases in English: 

(a) The Nominative Case, used in the subject 

and predicate: His brother is a soldier. 

(b) The Possessive Case, used to denote possession: 

Shakespeare^ s plays are more frequently per- 
formed in Germany than in England. 

(c) The Objective Case, used as object of a 

transitive verb or of a preposition: I met 
the man at his house. 

Note. — In English the noun has special forms to denote case only 
for the possessive case. 
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12. Modificatioii of the Adjective 

1. Comparison. Adjectives and adverbs are compared 
to show the relative degree of the quality or quantity 
in the things compared. 

2. The Positive Degree denotes the simple quality or 
quantity: large, much, small. 

3- The Comparative Degree denotes a greater or less 
degree; larger, more, smaller. 

4. The Superlative Degree denotes the greatest or least 
degree: largest, most, smallest. 

5. In English adjectives and adverbs are regularly com- 
pared by adding to the positive -er or -r to form the com- 
parative, and -est or -st to form the superlative. Adjectives 
of more than two syllables are usually compared by means 
of the adverbs more, most; less, least. 

13. Modifications of the Verb 

1. The Modifications of the verb are Person, Number, 
Tense, Voice, and Mood. The inflection of the verb to 
show these modifications is called Conjugation. 

2. The Person and Number of a verb correspond to the 
person and number of its subject. 

3. There are six Tenses; as follows: 

(a) The Present tense denotes present time: I go; 

(b) The Past (also called Imperfect or Preterit) 

:s past time: I went; 
sent Perfect (or simply Perfect) denotes 
completed in the present time: I have 

t Perfect (or Pluperfect) denotes action 

eted in past time: I had gone; 

lire denotes future time: I shall go; 
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(f) The Future Perfect denotes action completed 
in future time: I shall have gone, 

4. Voice is that modification of the verb which shov/s 
whether the subject names the actor or the thing acted 
upon. 

(a) The Active Voice shows that the subject names 

the actor: The boy strikes the dog, 

(b) The Passive Voice shows that the subject de- 

notes the thing or person actcd:-iiporu__rAe 
dog was struck by the boy, 

5. Mood, or Mode, is that modification of the verb which 
denotes the manner of asserting or stating the action or being. 

(a) The Indicative Mood states the action as a 

fact: The earth is round. Is the earth round? 

(b) The Subjunctive Mood asserts the action as 

conditioned, possible, desired, doubted, un- 
real: Oh, that the war were overt If he knew 
more, he would speak less. 

Note. — In colloquial English of to-day the subjunctive is almost 
extinct. In German it is much used. 

(c) The Imperative Mood is used to express a com- 

mand or an entreaty: Listen to me. Sing 
for us, please, 

6. The Infinitive merely names the action or being. It 
may be either Present, to sing, to ride; or Perfect, to have 
sung, to have ridden. In either form it may be used sub- 
stantively or verbally: To ride is pleasant. I saw them ride 
home. 

7. The Participle is a verbal adjective. It may be either 
Present, Past, or Past Perfect. 

(a) The Present Participle denotes the action as 
going on: going, singing. 
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(b) The Past Participle denotes the action as com- 

pleted: gone, sung. 

(c) The Past Perfect Participle denotes action or 

being as completed at a time previous to 
that indicated by the predicate: Having sent 
him a letter, I resumed my work. 

THE SENTENCE 

14. A Sentence is a group of words expressing a com- 
plete thought: /( is cold. Dogs bark. 

1. A DeclaratiTe Sentence is one that asserts something 
as a fact: The sun shines. 

2. An InterrogatiTe Sentence is one that asks a question: 
Did the bell ring? 

3. An Imperative Sentence expresses a command or 
request: Go home. Please tell me the time. 

4. An Exclamatory Sentence is one that expresses strong 
feeling or emotion: " How are the mighty fallen/ " 

16. Asentenceconsistsof two parts, Subject and Predicate. 
I. The Subject denotes the person or thing about which 
something is said: Dogs bark. He is tall. 

a. The Predicate asserts something about the subject: 
Dogs bark. He is tall. 

Note Both subject and predicate may have modifiers: Same 

small dogs bark very loudly. 

16. The Object of a transitive verb completes the meaning 
of the verb and denotes that which receives the action: He 
'. I saw him. 

:ect Object denotes that which is directly af- 
action: He brought me a letter. 
lirect Object denotes that to or for which the 
'.: He brought me a letter. 
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3. Certain intransitive verbs and also certain verbs in 
the passive require a Predicate Noun or Predicate Adjective 
to complete their meaning by defining or describing the 
subject: He is an old soldier. This cat is black. Our friend 
was chosen chairman. 

17. I. A Simple Sentence is one that expresses one 
thought and has but one subject and predicate, either of 
which may, however, be compound: The weather is fair. 
Man and beast alike suffered from cold and longed for spring. 

2. A Compound Sentence is one that contains two or 
more statements of the same rank: The sun is QjyOOOjOOO 
miles from the earth, but the stars are much more distant. 

3. A Complex Sentence is one that contains at least one 
independent clause (statement) and one or more dependent 
clauses : His friends went home when the moon rose. 

4. An Independent Clause is one that can stand alone and 
does not qualify or limit another statement: His friends went 
home. 

5. A Dependent or Subordinate Clause is one that canngt 
stand alone; it qualifies or limits some other statement: 
This is the place where the deed was done. 

6. Dependent clauses are, according to their use, desig- 
nated as: 

(a) Adverbial Clauses, It was raining when we 

arrived; 

(b) Adjective Clauses, I do not recall the day on 

which I saw him; 

(c) Noun Clauses, We saw that night was falling. 
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The Definite 


Article 




18. Declension. 










Singular 




Plural 


M. 


F. 


N. 


M. F. N 


Nom. bet 


bie 


bag 


bie 


■ Gen. be8 


bcr 


bes 


ber 


Dat. bem 


ber 


bem 


ben 


Ace. ben 


bie 


ba« 


bie 



19. Contractions. The most common contractions of the 
definite article with prepositions are the following: 

am = an bem im = in bem 

ana = an baS inS = in ba« 

QufS = auf baS Dom = Dim bem 

beim = bei bem gum = ju bem 

burc^ = burt& baa gur = ju bet 

f(ir« = fttr bag 

20. Use of the Definite Article. The use of the definite 
atticle closely resembles the use of the definite article in 
English, The following exceptions to this should, howevet, 
L ._ J jjj German the article is used: 

1 nouns used in the generic or general sense: 
I i(t ftetbliij, Man is mortal. 

1 names of the seasons, months, days of the week, 
. of the compass: bet SBintet, bet iOJot, bet SRontaB, 
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3. With names of streets, proper names preceded by an 
adjective, and masculine and feminine names of places: 
in bcr grtcbric^ftrafec, ba« Dcrcintc S)cutfc^Ianb, bit ©c^tDci^, 
grciburg im SSrci^gau. 

21. The definite article is often used instead of the pos- 
sessive adjective. But this is only done when the possessive 
relation is quite clear: Sr ftccftc bic §anb in bic Xa\^t, He 
put his hand in his pockeL S)cr SSatcr Xoax if)m gcftorbcn, 
His father had died, ®ic Dcrbanb tf)m ben ginger, She ban- 
daged his finger. 

The Indefinite Article 



22. Declension. 






Plural of fcin 


M. 


F. 


N. 


M. F. N. 


cin 


einc 


cin 


feinc 


cinc« 


ciner 


ctnc« 


feiner 


einem 


eincr 


einem 


feinen 


etncn 


einc 


cin 


feinc 



Note. — (Sin has no plural. £cin, the negative indefinite article, is 
declined like cin in "the singular; in the plural it is declined as shown 
above. 

23. Use of the Indefinite Article. The use of the indefinite 
article closely resembles that of the English indefinite ar- 
ticle. However, it is omitted after ate and of)ne, and gener- 
ally also before an unmodified predicate noun denoting a 
profession, calling, rank, party, or sect: 2lte ^ilnftler tuar 
cr nod^ unbefannt, As an artist he was still unknown, Sr ift 
8cf)rcr, unb fcin SSruber ift Slrjt, He is a teacher and his brother 
is a physician, @r ift ^rotcftant, ©ojialbcmofrat, He is a 
Protestant, a Social Democrat, ®ic ift cine gute ^atf)ofifin, 
She is a good Catholic, Sin ^Snig of)nc ^Snigrcid^, A king 
without a kingdom. 
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THE NOUN 

24. It is necessary to know the gender of a noun be- 
fore one can decline it. In English the natural gender 
determines the grammatical gender; in German this is not 
ordinarily the case. There are no absolutely definite rules 
for determining the gender of a German noun; therefore 
the student should learn each noun with its proper defi- 
nite article. The German for boy is not ^nabc, but ber 

25. Rules for the Determination of Gender. 

1. The following are Masculine: 

(a) Nouns ending in -tv denoting the agent: bcr 

Slrbcitcr, bcr ®ttrtncr. 

(b) Names of days, months, seasons, and points of 

the compass : ber SKontag, bcr 3um, bcr ©om= 
tner, bcr 9lorbcn. 

(c) Nouns ending in -ig, -id), -ling: bcr §omg, bcr 

leppid^, bcr gril^Iing. 

2. The following are Feminine: 

(a) Nouns ending in -ci, -f)cit, -in, -fcit, -fd^aft, 

-ung; -ic, -if, -ion, -ur, -ttit: bic 2tf)xtxxn, bit 
Sin^cit, bic JJ^^itnbfd^aft, bie SWuftf, bic 9latur, bic 
5«ation, bic Oualitfit. 

(b) Most nouns ending in -c and not masculine by 

natural gender, nor beginning with ®c-: bic 
3Bod^c, bic ®r56c, bic SSIumc, bic Sid^c, bic 
?icbc. 

3. The following are Neuter: 

(a) All infinitives used as nouns: ba^ Scfcn, ba^ 
©ingcn. 
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(b) Diminutives in -6)tn and -Icin: ba« 9JfttbCi&cn, ba« 

grttulcin, ba« §ttu6d^cn. 

(c) Collective nouns beginning with @c- and end- 

ing in -c: ba^ ©cbirgc, ba^ ©ctrcibc, ba« 
®eb(iubc. 

(d) Most nouns in -m«, -fal, -fcl, -turn: ba^ ©cfdng* 

ni^, ba6 mt\d, ba^ Sfiriftcntum ; but bic ^cnntni^, 
bic Iriibfal, bcr ^rrtum, bcr 9ieid^tum. 

(e) Names of cities and most names of countries: 

ba^ altc 9?om, ba^ fiiblid^c granfrcid^; but bic 
©d^tDcij, bic liirfci. 

(f) Names of minerals: ba^ (Sifcn, ba^ S3lci; but bcr 

©ta^l. 

DECLENSION OF NOUNS 

26. There are three noun declensions in German: the 
Strong, the Weak, and the Mixed. 

27. The Strong Declension falls into three classes, ac- 
cording to the ending of the nominative plural. Class I 
takes no ending, Class II takes -t, and Class HI takes -cr. 

28. The genitive singular of masculine and neuter nouns 
of the strong declension is formed by adding -^ or -c^ to the 
nominative singular. 

29. No feminine noun takes an ending in the singular. 

30. The dative plural of all nouns ends in -n. 

31. Weak nouns add -en or -n to the nominative singular 
to form all other cases. 

32. Mixed nouns are strong in the singular and weak in 
the plural. 

Note i. — The nominative and genitive singular and the nominative 
plural are called the principal parts of a noun. 

Note 2. — The last member of a compound noun determines its 
gender and inflection. 
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33. 


General Scheme of Noun Declension. 


Nom. 


Strong 
Class I Class II 


Class III 
Singular 


Weak Mixed 


Gen. 


—6 — ^ or C« 


—6 or C« 


— cn or n — g or c^ 


Dat. 


— — e 


— e / 


— cn or n — 


Ace. 




Plural 


— cn or n — 


Nom. 
Gen. 




— cr 
-^cr 


— cn or n — cn or n 
— cn or n — cn or n 


Dat. 
Ace. 


^••^n Hn 


cm 

• • 

cr 


— cn or n — cn or n 
— cn or n — cn or n 


34. 


Strong Declension, 


Class I. 

1 


• 


Nom. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Ace. 


bcr ©artcn 
bc« ©attend 
bcm ©artcn 
ben ©artcn 


Singular 

bic Joc^tcr 
bcr lod^tcr 
bcr lod^tcr 
bic Jod^tcr 

Plural 


ba« ©cbdubc 
bc« ®cbttubc« 
bcm ©cbftubc 
ba« ©cbiiubc 


Nom. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Ace. 


btc ©ftrtcn 
bcr ©iirten 
ben ©iirten 
bit ©ftrtcn 


bic J5d^tcr bic ©cbdubc 
bcr Sdc^tcr bcr ©cbfiubc 
ben X6(i)ttm ben ©cbftubcn 
bic Z'6(i)ttx bic ©cbaubc 



I. The genitive singular of masculine and neuter nouns 
of this class is formed by adding -^ (never -c6) to the nomina- 
tive singular. 

35. Membership. To this class belong: 

I. Masculines and neuters in -el, ~cn, -cr. Exceptions: 
bcr S3aucr, bcr 93cttcr, which belong to the mixed declension. 

* (••) denotes that the umlaut is not used in all of the nouns belong- 
ing to this class. 




DECLENSION OF NOUNS 15 

2. The feminines bic SKuttcr and bic lod^tcr. 

3. The diminutives in -d^cn and -lein. 

4. The neuters beginning with ®e- and ending in -t, and 
the masculine bcr ^(ifc. 

36. Strong Declension, Class II. ^ 

Singular 

Nom. bcr©tu^I ba« $fcrb bic §anb ba« ®cf)ctmm« 

Gen. bc« ©tuf)I(c)« bc« ^fcrb(c)« bcr^anb bc« ®cf)ctmmffc« 

Dat. bcm®tuf)I(c) bcm ^fcrb(c) bcr^anb bent ®cf)ctmm« 

Ace. ben ®tuf)I ba« $ferb bie §anb ba« ®e^etntnt« 

Plural 

Nom. bie ®tllf)Ie bie ^ferbe bie §ttnbe bic ©efieimniffe 

Gen. ber©tilf)Ie ber ^ferbe ber^finbe ber ©efieinxniffe 

Dat. ben ®tllf)len ben ^ferben ben §iinben ben ®ef)eimntffen 

Ace. btc®tiif)le bie ^ferbe bie§ilnbe bie ®ef)etmmffe 

1. The -e in the genitive singular is optional, except 
when the noun ends in a sibilant: bet Xi\^, be^ Jifd^c^; 
bcr Sliife^ ^^^ Slliff^^- Words of more than one syllable 
usually take only -^. The dative of monosyllables usually 
has -e, especially when the following word begins with a 
consonant. 

2. Nouns ending in -ni^ double the ^ before the case 
ending : ba« 9Serf)ftItnt^, bie 2?erf)(iltniffe. 

3. The majority of the masculines and all feminines take 
umlaut when the vowel permits. 

37. Membership. To this class belong: 

1. Most monosyllabic masculines. 

2. Nouns in -id), -ig, -ling (all these are masculine), 
-funft, -ni^, -fal. 

3. Many monosyllabic neuters and feminines. 
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4. List of feminine 
btc Slngft anxiety 
bic ?ljt ax 
bic S3anf 6ewcA 
bie SSruft breast 
bic gauft fo/ 
bic grud^t /rwt7 
bic ®an« g(?(?5e 
bic ®ruft vault 
bic §anb hand 
bic §aut /ri(/e, ^^iw 



nouns belonging to 
bictluft cleft 
bic ^raft strength 
bic ^uf) cow 
bic ^unft ar/ 
bic Sau6 /(?w5e 
bic !2uft air 
bic Suft pleasure 
bic 9Jfad^t wigA/ 
bic SKagb wai(/ 
bic 2Kau^ w(?w5e 



38. 

Nom. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Ace. 

Nom. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Ace. 



Strong Declension, Class III. 

Singular 

ba^ S)orf bcr SBalb 

it^ 3)orfc6 bc« aSalbc^ 

bcm S)orfc bcm SBalbc 

ba^ S)orf ben SBalb 



bic S)5rfcr 
bcr 2)5rfcr 
ben S)orfem 
bic S)5rfcr 



Plural 

bie SBcilbcr 
bcr aSftlbcr 
ben aeaibcnt 
bie aSalbcr 



this class: 
bic 9Jad^t 
bic 5«af)t 
bic 5«ot 
bic 5«u6 
bic ®au 
bic ©d^nur 
bic ©tabt 
bic SBanb 
bic aSurft 
bie ^Vin\i 



night 

seam 

need 

nut 

sow 

string 

city 

wall 

sausage 

guild 



bcr SReid^tum 
bc^ SRcid^tum^ 
bcm SJcid^tum 
ben SJcid^tum 

bic SJcid^tiltncr 
bcr JRcid^tilmcr 
ben 9?eid^tllTncm 
bic SRcid^tilmcr 



1. In the singular these nouns are declined like those of 
class II. 

2. All nouns of this class take umlaut in the plural, when 
possible. 

39. Membership. To this class belong: 

1. Most monosyllabic neuters. 

2. All nouns in -turn. 

3. A small number of monosyllabic masculines. 

Note. — No feminine nouns belong to this class. 
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40. Weak Declension. 







Singular 




Nom. 


bcr ^nabc 


btc S3Iumc 


bic Sef)rerin 


Gen. 


bt^ ^nabcn 


ber ^lume 


ber ?ef)rerin 


Dat. 


bcm ^nabcn 


ber Slumc 


ber Sefirerin 


Ace. 


ben ^nabcn 


bie Slume 

Plural 


bie Se^rerin 


Nom. 


btc titabcn 


bie Slumen 


bie Sefirerinncn 


Gen. 


bcr ^nabcn 


ber Slumen 


ber ?ef)rerinnen 


Dat. 


ben ^nabcn 


ben Slumen 


ben ?ef)rerinnen 


Ace. 


bic ^nabcn 


bie SInmcn 


bic Sefircrinncn 



I. Masculine nouns add -en or -n to the nominative 
singular to form all other cases; feminines add -en or -n 
only in the plural. Nouns ending in -e, -el, -er add -n, 
others -en. Feminines in -in double the n before the case 
ending. 

Note i. — No weak noun takes umlaut to form the plural. 
Note 2. — !Dcr $crr takes only -n in the singular, but -en in the 
plural : bc« $erm, bie ^crren. 

41. Membership. To this declension belong: 

1. All feminines, except those listed under 35, 2 and 37. 

2. Many masculines that denote living beings, a number 
of which end in -e: ber SSurfd^e, ber ?5n)e, ber 9Jfenfd^. 

3. A number of masculine nouns of foreign origin accented 
on the last syllable : ber ©tubent, ber ©olbat, ber ^anbibat. 

Note. — This declension contains no neuter nouns. 

42. Mixed Declension. 







Singular 




Nom. 


ber S)oftor 


ba« singe 


ba^ ©tnbium 


Gen. 


be^ 3)oftor6 


bc« 2lu0e« 


be« ©tnbinm^ 


Dat. 


bem 3)oftor 


bem Singe 


bem ©tnbinm 


Ace. 


ben !I)oftor 


ba« Singe 


ba^ ©tnbinm 
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Plural 




Nom. 


bic S)oftorcn 


bic 2lu0cn 


bie ©tubien 


Gen. 


bcr S)oftoren 


bcr 2lu0cn 


ber ©tubien 


Dat. 


ben ©oftorcn 


ben Slugen 


ben ©tubien 


Ace. 


bic ©oftorcn 


bie Slugen 


bie ©tubien 








Singular 






Nom. 


bcr yiamt (Xiamen) 


ba« ^txi 




Gen. 


bc« yiamtn^ 




be« §crgen« 




Dat. 


bent Seamen 




bem ^ergen 




Ace. 


ben dlamtn 


Plural 


ba« §erg 




Nom. 


bie 9lamen 




bic §ergcn 




Gen. 


bcr dlamtn 




ber §crgcn 




Dat. 


ben 9lamcn 




ben §ergen 




Ace. 


bic 9Jamcn 




bie §crgen 



1. Nouns of the mixed declension are strong in . the 
singular and weak in the plural. 

2. Neuter foreign nouns in -al, -il form the plural by 
adding -icn, those in -ium drop the -um before adding -en. 

3. About ten masculine nouns whose nominative singular 
may end either in -c or -en have -cn^ in the genitive singular 
and -en in all other cases. 

43. Membership. As no really helpful rules for member- 
ship can be given, a partial list of the nouns belonging to 
this class is given below. The nouns in -or, -ium, -al, -il, 
are not included in the list. 



ba« Singe eye 
bcr SSauer peasant 
ba^ Sett bed 
bcr S)om thorn 
ba^ Snbe end 
ba^ §cmb shirt 



bcr 9Kaft mast 
bcr 9Ku^f el muscle 
bcr yia^hax neighbor 
ba^ Df)r ear 
bcr ©ec lake 
ber ©taat state 



bcr ©tad^cl goad 
bcr ©traf)I ray 
ber Untertan subject 
bcr SSetter cousin 
ber 9Sorfaf)r ancestor 
ber 3iti^ interest 
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I. The masculines having -cn^ in the genitive are: 

bcr gricbcn peace bcr ©efallcn favor bcr SSlomt name 

bcr gunfcn spark bcr ®Iaubc faith bcr ©amc seed 

bcr ®cbanfc thought bcr ^aufcn heap bcr SBillc mH 

Note. — This class contains no feminine nouns. 

44. General Statement Covering Use of Umlaut. Weak 
and mixed nouns never take umlaut in the plural. Nouns of 
the third class always take it. In class II monosyllabic mas- 
culines usually and feminines always take umlaut. In class 
I the feminines and about twenty masculines take umlaut. 

46. Declension of Proper Names. Proper names form 
the genitive singular by adding -^ without apostrophe: 
^arte, 9Waric«, !J)cutf(^Ianb«. When preceded by the definite 
article, they take no ending: bic SBcrfc bed iungcn ©chiller. 
When preceded by an adjective, the definite article must 
always be used with proper names. 

THE ADJECTIVE 

46. There are two kinds of adjectives: 

The definite article, the indefinite article, the 



I. Limiting' 



possessive, the demonstrative, interroga- 
tive, and indefinite adjectives, and the 
numerals. See 4, 2. 
2. Descriptive; as gut, lang, f(^5n. 



Declension of Adjectives 

47. When we speak of adjective declension or comparison, 
we refer to descriptive adjectives only. Limiting adjectives 
have their own declension. 

48. Adjectives are not inflected when used as predicate 
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adjectives: I)a^ ^ui) ift rot, or when used appositively, as 
ndimdn, mmdn, mmidn rot." 

49. Adjectives are inflected when they precede the noun 
they modify (this noun may be expressed or understood), 
and when used as nouns: ba6 rote ^ni), bit gelbe S3Iumc unb 
bic tocifec, Sin ©c^toarser toar l^ier. 

50. A qualifying adjective can be inflected either weak 
or strong. Whether an adjective should be inflected weak or 
strong in any given instance depends entirely on what 
precedes it. 

Rule. If a limiting adjective with a '* distinctive end- 
ing " precedes a descriptive adjective, the latter is inflected 
weak, otherwise it is inflected strong. 

Note. — A Distinctive ending is one that shows the gender, number, 
and case of the following noun. See 63 and 66 note. 

61. Weak Declension 







Singular 




Nom. 


bcr langc 83Ieifttft 


bie alte geber 


ba^ neue Sleib 


Gen. 


be^ langcn S3Ieiftifte^ 


ber alten geber 


be^ neuen ^leibe^ 


Dat. 


bem langcn 93Ieiftift 


ber alten geber 


bemneuen^Ieib(e) 


Ace. 


ben langcn S3Ietftif t 


bie alte %tbev 

Plural 


ba^ neue ^leib 


Nom. 


bic langcn 33Iciftifte 


bie alten gebem 


bie neuen Sleiber 


Gen. 


ber langcn S3Ieiftiftc 


ber alten gebem 


ber neuen ^leiber 


Dat. 


ben langen 33Ieiftiften 


ben alten %tbtxn 


ben neuen ^leibem 


Ace. 


bie langen S3Ieiftifte 


bie alten %tbtxn 


bie neuen ^leiber 


62. 


Weak Endings. 








-t -e 


-t 


-en 




-tn -en 


-tn 


-en 




-en -en 


-en 


-en 




-tu -t 


-e 


-en 
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63. According to rule given in 60, the weak endings must 
be used: 

(a) After all forms of btv, biefcr, iencr, }cbcr, mcld^cr 

(when inflected), allc, bcrfelbc, bcrjenigc; 

(b) After cin, fein, and all the possessive adjectives 

(mcin, bcin, fcin, unfcr, cucr, il^r, 3^r), except 
where these have no distinctive ending; viz., 
in the nominative singular masculine and 
neuter, and the accusative singular neuter. 

(c) After the nominative and accusative plural of 

mand^er and fold^cr (even when inflected) and 
also after cinigc, anbcre, and beibc, the strong 
forms are preferred; elsewhere the adjectives 
that follow cinigc, anbcrc, bctbc, manc^cr, folc^cr 
require weak endings. 



64. Strong Declension 

Singular 



Nom. 


langcr 93Iciftift 


alte gebcr 


neue« Sleib 


Gen. 


langcn (c«) 83Iciftiftc« alter gcbcr 


neuen (e^) Sleibed 


Dat. 


langcm SIciftift 


alter gcbcr 


neuem ^leibe 


Ace. 


lanucn SIctftift 


alte gcbcr 

Plural 


neue^ ^leib 


Nom. 


langc 83Iciftiftc 


altc gcbcm 


neue ^leiber 


Gen. 


langcr 33Icifttftc 


alter gebem 


neuer ^leiber 


Dat. 


langcn SJIciftiftcn 


alten %tbtm 


neuen ^leibem 


Ace. 


langc 83Icifttftc 


alte %tbtxn 


neue ^leiber 


66. 


Strong Endings. 








Singular 




Plural 




-cr -c 


-€« 


-e 




-cn (e«) -cr 


-en (e^) 


-er 




-tm -tv 


-em 


-en 




-tn -c 


-e« 


-e 
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Note. — The strong endings of the adjective are those of blcfcr 
except in the genitive singular of the masculine and neuter, where the 
weak ending -en is generally used when the noun ends in -^ or -c«. 
Thus: l^rtcn @tcinc«, altcn $aufc«, instead of fyxttt^ @teinc« and altc« 
$aufc«. (This is done to avoid the repetition of the s-sound.) 

56. The strong endings are used when the adjective is 
not preceded by a word with a distinctive ending. See 
50, Rule and note, also 53. 

57. After the indefinite article cin and all words declined 
like it, adjectives have the following endings: 

Plural of fcin 

Nom. cin -er cine -c cin -ci^ fcinc -en 

Gen. einc^ -en cincr -en cinc^ -tn fcincr -en 

Dat. cincm -tn cincr -en cincm -en fcincn -en 

Ace. cincn -en cine -e cin -t^ fcinc -en 

Note. — As citi has no plural the plural of fcin was substituted in 
the paradigm. Note that the adjective has the strong ending when- 
ever cin has no ending. This is sometimes called the mixed declension 
of the adjective. 

58. Two or more adjectives of coordinate rank preceding 
one noun have the same endings: mcin gutcr, alter SSater; 
\ii)'6m, rote SRofcn. 

59. An adverb or numeral coming between the descrip- 
tive adjective and the limiting adjective does not affect 
the inflection : bie gtDci grofeen ^ferbc, ba^ fd^on langc t)er0effcne 
SBort, cin au^ §oIg gemad^ter Jifd^. 

Caution. The inflection of the noun does not affect the 
inflection of the adjective, except as stated in the note to 55. 

60. Adjectives and participles when used as nouns are 
capitalized as nouns, but they retain their adjective inflec- 
tion. Thus: cin Slltcr, ber %ltt, dn &tk^xttx, ber ©clcl^rtc, 
cttDa^ 9lcuc^, mand^c^ ®utc. 

61. When adjectives are used as nouns, the masculine 
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singular usually refers to men, the feminine singular to 
women, the plural to either, the neuter singular to objects, 
the young of animals, and children. Thus: bcr Sranfc, 
the sick man; bic ^ranfc, the sick woman; bit ^ranfcn, the 
sick people; ba^ ©d^bnc, the beautiful; ba^ Sllte, the old; ba^ 
^Icinc, the little thing, the little one, the baby. 

62. Adjectives derived from proper names are not capi- 
talized in German as they are in English: ba^ amcrifanifd^c 
SSoIf, bie cnglifd^c ^rcffe. 

Note. — Adjectives in -€r formed from names of places (©crttncr, 
Joiner) are indeclinable and are usually capitalized, though at present 
there is a tendency not to capitalize them. 

63. Irregularities of Adjective Declension. 

1. Adjectives ending in ^-cl, -en, -cr usually drop the c 
of the final syllable before an inflectional ending: cbcl, cin 
cblcr SWann; fcltcn, ba« fclt(c)nc S3u(^; Inciter, cin l^cit(c)rcr Jag. 

2. The adjective \)od) drops the c before endings beginning 
with a vowel : bcr S3aum ift i)Oii), but bcr l^ol^e S3aum. 

3. Before neuter names of places ganj and f)alb are not 
inflected unless preceded by an article: ganj 35cutf(^Ianb, 
f)alb Snglanb, but ba^ ganjc ©cutfd^Ianb. 

Comparison of Adjectives 

64. Adjectives regularly form the comparative by adding 
-er, the superlative by adding -ft to the positive : 



Positive Comparative 



Relative Adverbial 

Superlative Superlative 



rcic^ rcid^cr bcr (bic, ba^) rctd^ftc ant rcid^ftcn 

ticf ticfcr bcr ticfftc ant ticfftcn 

65. A few of the more common monosyllabic adjectives 
have umlaut in the comparative and superlative: arm; 
firmer, bcr firmftc, am firmftcn. 
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I. List of the more common adjectives having umlaut: 
alt, arg, arm, grob, grofe, l^art, i)0^, j[ung, fait, flug, franf, furg, 
lang, naf), fd^arf, fd^tDad^, fc^tt)arg, ftarf, marm, and sometimes 
bang, bumm, rot, fromm, fd^mal. 

Note. — Than and as are rendered in German by ali? and toie 
respectively. Thus: He is taller than I, @r ift flrfifecr al8 ic^. He is 
as tall as his father, @r ift fo grofe h)ie fein ^atcr. That is, ttli3 is used 
after a comparative and tole after a positive. 

66. Adjectives ending in -c, -cl, -tn, -cr usually drop the 
c of the last syllable in the comparative but retain it in the 
superlative. Thus : 

tDeifc h)cifcr bcr tDcifcftc 

cbcl cblcr bcr cbelftc 

fcltcn felt(c)ncr . bcr fcltcnftc 

Inciter l^ctt(c)rcr bcr l()citcrftc 

67. Adjectives ending in -b, -t, or an s-sound (6, 6/ W^ 
J, i^) form the superlative by adding -eft: furg, fUrjcr, bcr 
fUrgcfte. This is done to facilitate pronunciation. The 
present participle and the past participle ending in -et are 
exceptions: bic rcigenbftc Slu^fid^t, the most charming view; 
bcr gead^tctftc S3ilrgcr, the most respected citizen. 

68. In the superlative there are two * forms, the relative 
and the adverbial superlative. 

1. The Relative Superlative is the regular superlative, 
usually preceded by the definite article and is used both 
attributively and in the predicate: bic bcftc gcbcr, bicfc %thtx 
ift bic befte. 

2. The Adverbial Superlative is the superlative with 
am. It is only used in the predicate, never before a noun 
(attributively). Thus: !Der fletne ^nabc ift am fleifeigftcn, 
but never, bcr am ficifeigftc ^nabc. 

* There is a third form, the so-called absolute superlative, cin atlcr* 
Iicbftc« ^inb, cin ttufeerft intercffatitcd «ud&. 
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3. The adverbial superlative may be used instead of the 
relative superlative in the predicate: 35icfcr ^nabc ift bcr 
ficifeigftc or am flcifeigftcn. 

4. It must be used when a thing or person is compared 
with itself in different times, conditions, or places: Um 
6Ul^r tDarbcr ©turm am l()cftigftcn, At 6 0^ clock the storm was 
most violent. Sin bcr Oberflftd^e tDar ba^ S3Baffcr am tDdrmftcn, 
At the surface the water was warmest, 

69. The rules for the inflection of adjectives apply to the 
comparative and superlative forms as well as to the posi- 
tive. The case endings are added to the comparative and 
the superlative endings. Thus : cin (iltcrcr 3Kann, ia^ f Icinftc 
^inb, bcr ilingcrc ©oI)n, cin tcurcrcr ^ut. 

Note. — As an aid in translation it is well to keep in mind that a 
comparative in form is not always comparative in meaning. Thus, 
(Sin ttltcrcr SD^ann arbcitctc int ©artcn may mean an older man, or a some- 
what or rather old man was working in the garden. This is called the 
absolute use of the comparative. The same is true with regard to 
the absolute superlative. 

70. Irregular Comparison. As in English, some adjec- 
tives are compared more or less irregularly: 



gro6 


grbfecr 


gut 


bcffcr 


t)icl 


mt\)X 


¥^ 


p^cr 


nal^ 


nftl^cr 


tocntg 


ttjcnigcr 
minbcr 



bcr (bic, ba«) grdfetc 

bcr bcftc 

bcr mciftc 

bcr ^i)\it 

bcr nftd^ftc 

bcr tDcnigftc 



am grdfetcn 
am bcftcn 
am mciftcn 
am f)5d^ftcn 
am nitd^ftcn 
am ttjcnigftcn 
am minbcftcn 



bcr minbcftc 

71. Periphrastic Comparison. In certain cases adjectives 
are compared by means of the adverbs mcf)r, am mciftcn 
instead of the regular endings, as: 

I. When the comparison expresses different qualities of 
the same object rather than different degrees of one quality : 
SDcr Slltc ift mc^r c^rlid^ ate Hug. 
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2. Adjectives that are used only in the predicate, as 
angft, fcinb, Idb, fd^ulb: @r ift md)v fd^ulb ate id). 

3. Frequently participles: S)cr fleifeigc S3lirgcr tDirb tncl^r 
gcad^tct ate fcinc ytai)haxn, The industrious citizen is more 
respected than his neighbors, 

72. Descending Comparison. A lower degree is expressed 
by using the adverbs ttjcnigcr, minbcr, am iDcnigftcn, am min- 
bcftcn: SBcnigcr fluge Scute fommcn aud^ burd^« Scbcn, Less 
clever people also get through life, 

73. Comparison of Adverbs. Like the positive, so the 
comparative and the superlative of adjectives may also be 
used adverbially. 

1. When used as adverbs, the positive and the compara- 
tive are not inflected: !J)cr ^unb Iftuft fd^ncH. !Da^ "iPfcrb 
Wuft fc^ncttcr. 

2. Of the three superlative forms only one, the adverbial 
superlative, can be used adverbially : ©ic fingt am fd^dnftcn. 

Note. — There is also an absolute superlative of the adverb: ©ic 
finflt ouf« fd&iinftc. 
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74. Cardinals. The cardinals 


are: 


I cin(^) 


13 brctjcl^n 


50 filnfgtg 


2 jtoci 


14 bicrjcl^n 


60 fed^gig 


3 brct 


15 Wsc^n 


70 fieb(en)sig 


4 t)icr 


16 Mgcl^n 


80 ad^tgig 


5 flinf 


17 ficb(cn)scl()n 


90 ncungig 


6 M« 


18 Cii)iyt\)Xi 


100 l^unbcrt 


7 ficbcn 


19 ncun^cl^n 


loi l^unbert unb ein« 


8 Ci6)t 


20 s^ansifi 


121 l^unbcrt cinunbgtDangig 


9 ncun 


21 cinunb^toanjig 


1000 taufcnb 


gc^n 


22 gmciunbgtoangig 1,000,000 cine aWillion 


I clf 


30 brcifeig 




2 atD5If 


40 t)icrgig 
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I. Aside from l^unbcrt and taufcnb, when these are used as 
nouns (ba^ ^unbcrt, bad Jaufcnb), only cin is ordinarily 
inflected. When used as an adjective, it is inflected like the 
indefinite article (22): @r \)attt nur cin 2lugc, He had 
only one eye. When used without a noun, it is inflected like 
an adjective: Sitter ift l^icr. Sittcd ttjcife id^. 3d^ f)abc 
itur bcti c i tt c ti gcfcl()cti. 

75. The Ordinals. Up to twenty the ordinals are formed 
from the cardinals by adding -t: t)itvi, ld)nt, ad^tjcl^tit; from 
twenty on they are formed by adding -ft: gtt)attstgft, cittuttb^ 
gnjatiaigft, l^uttbcrtft. 

Exceptions : crft, brttt, ficbt and ficbetit, ad^t. 

I. The ordinals are used only after the definite article or 
some pronominal modifier and are inflected like adjectives. 
Thus we never have gtt)cit, britt, Jtt)att5i0ft, but bcr (bic ba^) 
gtt)eitc, brittc, s^attgigftc, fcitt crftcr ©ol^tt, il^r t)icttc« ^itib, bctt 
cinunbgttjatigigftcn (21. or 2iftcti) ^atiuar. 

76. Fractions are formed by means of the suffix -tcl 
(Icil) as foUows: ba^ Drtttel, SSicrtcI, Sld&tcl, B^ansigftcl, 
^uttbcrtftcl. Half as adjective is f)alb, as noun bic ^ftlfte: 
eiti l&albe« ^futib, half a pound, bic ^ftlftc bc« Slpfcfe, half of 
the apple. Also note the forms attbcrtl()alb, one and a half, 
britt(c)l^alb, two and a half, t)iert(c)l^alb, etc. 

77. The ordinal adverbs crftcti^, jttjcitctid, brittctt^, etc. are 
derived from the ordinals by means of the suffix -ctt^. 

I. From the cardinals are derived the adverbs citttttal, 
iXotxmaX, etc. by means of the suffix -tttal, and four kinds of 
adjectives by means of the following suffixes, -fad^, -crlci, 
-tttalig, -faitig: 
lXot\\aij, brcifad^, jcl^tifad^; twofold, threefold, tenfold, 
itotxtxld, breicrici; two kinds of, three kinds of, 
citttttalig, gnjciittalig ; ba^ cintttaligc Srfd^eiticti bc« ®cifte«, the 
one (single) appearance of the ghost; 
att)cif(iltig (att)tcf(iltifi), twofold. 
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Personal Pronouns 




78. Declension. 












Singular 




• 


First Person 


Second PersoE 


I 


Third Person 






M. 




F. N. 


i« 


bu 


er 




fie e« 


meiner 


beiner 


feiner 




i^rcr feiner 


mir 


bir 


il^m 




i^r il^m 


mid^ 


bid) 


it)n 

Plural 




fie e« 


mir 


il)r 




fie 


(®ie) 


unfer 


euer 




i^rer O^rer) 


un« 


euc^ 




ii^nen (3t)ncn) 


un« 


tiidi) 




fie 


(®ie) 



79. Pronouns of Address. 

35u (sing.) and il^r (plu.) are used in addressing members 
of one's own family, young children, intimate friends, God, 
animals, and objects. @ie is used in addressing strangers, 
acquaintances, and less intimate friends. ®ie is always 
capitalized to distinguish it from fie, they. Use the bu-form 
in addressing persons whom you know well enough to address 
by their given name. 

Caution. Do not use two different forms of address in the 
same sentence, or in speaking to one person. 

Do not say, e.g., ^ier ift S^r §ut. aSillft bu i^n auffefeen? 
but: ^ier ift bein ^ut. SBiHft bu il^in auffefeen? Just as in 
English you would not say: Here is your hat. Wilt thou 
put it on ? 

80. Adverbial Compounds. The forms of the third per- 
son, when they refer to inanimate. objects, are rarely used 
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after prepositions governing the dative or the accusative. 
Compounds of the preposition with the adverb ba (or bar 
before a vowel) are used instead: with it = bamit, not mit 
if)m; for them = baflir, not filr fie. 

81. A personal pronoun referring to a preceding noun 
must agree with its antecedent in number and gender: 
^icr ift cin ^ut. S3BcTn gct)drt er? 3d^ {)abc mcinc gcbcr t)cr« 
lorcn. ^aft bu fie gcfunbcn ? 

82. Absolute Use of ei^. @d is frequently used as the 
subject of some form of fcin without regard to the gender or 
number of the predicate noun following; the verb agrees 
with the predicate noun. The demonstrative pronouns 
bic^ and ha^ (98) and the interrogative pronoun XoAijt^ 
(93) are used in the same way: S^ ift cine SRofc. S^ 
finb Spfcl. S)ic« finb mcinc SItcm. S)a^ ttjarcn rcid^c ?cutc. 
SBcId^g finb bic bcftcn Siid^cr? 

Possessive Pronouns and Adjectives 

83. The possessives are called adjectives when they modify 
a noun, tnciii S3u(^, i^r §ut; they are called pronouns when 
they stand for the noun, §icr ift mcin 93u(^. SBo ift beined 
(bad beine, bad beinige) ? 

I. The possessive pronouns The possessive adjectives 

are : are : 

mcincr, mine mcin, my 

bcincr, yoursy thine bctn, your^ thy 

fcincr, his, its fcin, his, its 

x^xtx, hers x^x, her 

unf(c)rcr, ours unfcr, our 

cu(c)rcr, yours cucr, your 

i{)rcr, theirs lift, their 

^%xtx, yours (polite address) 3l^r, your (polite address) 
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84. Declension of Possessive Pronouns. 





Singular 




Plural 


M. 


F. 


N. 


M. F. N 


mctncr 


mcinc 


mcinc^ 


mcinc 


mcincd 


meiner 


mcinc^ 


mcincr 


mcincm 


mcincr 


mcincm 


meincn 


meincn 


mcinc 


mcincm 


mcinc 



1. When the possessive pronouns are preceded by the 
definite article, they are declined like weak adjectives: 
bcr (bic, ba^) mcinc, bcinc, etc. (See 51.) 

2. The forms bcr (bic, ba^) mcinigc, bcinigc, fcinigc, unfrigc, 
etc. are also declined like weak adjectives. 

85. Possessive adjectives are declined like the negative 
indefinite article fcin: 



mem 


. mcmc 


mem 


mcmc 


mcincm 


mcincr 


mcincm 


mcincr 


mcincm 


mcincr 


mcincm 


meincn 


meincn 


mcinc 


mein 


mcinc 



Note i. — What has been said about the pronouns of address, bil, 
ifyc, @ic, (79) applies equally to their corresponding possessive pro- 
nouns bciner, eurcr, 36tcr, and adjectives bciti, cucr, 3ix. 

Note 2. — In the predicate the possessive pronouns need not be 
inflected when they express ownership: 3)a« ^\X(i) ift mcin. 2Ba« mein 
ift, ift au(i) bcin. They are inflected when they denote identity: ©cln 
dlat ift and) meitier (ber metne, ber mcinigc), His advice is also mine. !Dicfe 
Sltific^t ift aud^ ble iljirc, This opinion is also hers. Qljir- (hers, theirs, yours) 
is always inflected. 

Relative Pronouns 

86. The common relatives are bcr and toeld^cr. Both refer 
to persons and things and are practically used interchangeably 
except that in the genitive the forms of ber must always be 
used. 
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87. Declension. 








Singular 




Plural 


M. 


F. 


N. 


M. F. N. 


bcr 


bic 


bad 


bic 


bcffcn 


bcrcn 


bcffcn 


bcrcn 


bcm 


bcr 


bcm 


bcncn 


ben 

/ 


bic 


ba« 


bic 


ttjcld^cr 


toeld)t 


ttjcld^c^ 


tocld^c 


(bcffcn) 


(bcrcn) 


(bcffcn) 


(bcrcn) 


tocld^cm 


tDcIc^cr 


tod(i)tm 


tocld^cn 


toclc^cn 


tDCld&C 


tod(i)t^ 


tocld^c 
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88. The relative agrees with its antecedent in gender and 
number. The case of a relative, as of any noun or pronoun, 
depends upon its use: !Dcr 9Wann, bcr (todd^tx) ba« gctan \)at, 
ift ntcin grcunb. S)cr JBIciftift, ben (n)cl(^cn) id^ fanb, qd)M il^m. 

Caution. In English the relative is frequently omitted; 
in German this can not be done. The book I have is his, 
!Da« ^nd), ba^ (tt)cld&c«) id) {)abc, ift feinc«. 

89. Adverbial Compounds. The dative and accusative 
of a relative which refers to an inanimate object is frequently 
replaced by a compound of the adverb too (toor before a 
vowel) with the preposition : !J)cr ©tul^I, toorauf (instead of 
auf bcm) id) fafe; bic gcber, toomit (mit bcr) fie fc^reibt. 

90. SBcr, whoever or he who, and toad, whatever or that 
which, more commonly used as interrogatives, are also used 
as relatives. They are sometimes called compound relatives 
because they usually include their antecedent. 

I. Declension. 

toer toad 

toeffcn tocffen 

toem 

tocn toad 
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91. Use of SBer. SBcr never has a noun antecedent. It 
is chiefly used to introduce noun clauses: 8Scr ®clb f)at, 
i)at JJtcunbc. Its antecedent is usually implied, but it may be 
expressed in the form of a demonstrative pronoun: SBcr 
lilgt, bcr ftic{)It and); He who lies also steals. The antecedent 
must be expressed when its case is different from that of the 
relative : SBcr cinmal Iligt, bcm glcuibt man ntd^t. 

I. SBcr refers only to persons, one or more than one, 
takes its verb in the singular, and is always used in an 
indefinite sense. 

92. Use of 83ad. SBa^ refers to things; like totx, it also is 
used in an indefinite sense, but unlike tt)cr it may have an 
antecedent, though this is always a word expressing some 
indefinite idea, such as an indefinite pronoun, a neuter ad- 
jective, and even a neuter noun; it also refers to an entire 
clause or idea : Wit^, tDa« cr fagt, ift toai)x, !Da^ i[t nid^t ba^ 
©ilmmftc, tDa« cr gcfd^rtcbcn l^at, That isn't the most stupid 
thing he has written. SWctn S3rubcr f)at cin §au6 gcfauft, tt)a« 
mir nid^t gcfftUt, My brother bought a house, which (fact) does 
not please me. But : 5D?ein S3rubcr \)at cin ^au« gcfauft, tt)cld^c« 
(the house) mir nid^t gcfftHt. 

Interrogative Pronouns 

93. The interrogatives are n)cr, toa^, tocld^cr, tDad filr cin 
(n)a^ filr in the plu.). SBcr and toa^ are declined like the rela- 
tives tDcr and toa^. See 90, i. SBcId^cr is declined like a strong 
adjective. SBcr refers to persons and toa^ to things; they 
are only used as pronouns. SBcId^cr and tt)a^ filr cin refer to 
persons and things; they are used as adjectives, though 
tod^tx may be used as a pronoun. S3Bcr l^at ba^ gctan ? S3Ba« 
fagtcn ©ic ? SBcId^cr ift c« ? ^a^ filr S3imcn (pears) finb ba« ? 
aWit ttjcld^cr §anb fd^rcibt cr ? 
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Note. — gttr in h)a« filr cin does not have the force of a preposi- 
tion, and cin is inflected as usual. Thus: SBa« filr cin 9)^ann ift cr? 
SD3a6 flir cincm ^ana gabcn @ic ba« ®clb? SD3a« filr cincn "SJlam fallen 

94. Adverbial Compounds. Instead of the dative, and 
less frequently the accusative, after prepositions compounds 
of the adverb tt)0 (tDor) with the preposition are used. SBor* 
ilbcr rcbctc cr? About what did he speak? SBo^u fagtcn ©ic 
ba^ ? Why (wherefore) did you say that ? 

Demonstrative Pronouns and Adjectives 

95. The demonstratives are bcr, bicfcr, jcncr, fold^cr, bcr^* 
fclbc, bcricnigc, fold^ cincr, cin fold^cr, fo cincr. 

96. Declension. 





Singular 




Plural 


M. 


F. 


N. 


M. F. N. 


bcr 


bic 


ba« 


bic 


bcffcn 


bcrcn 


bcffcn 


bcrcn, bcrcr 


bcm 


bcr 


bcrn 


bcncn 


ben 


bic 


ba^ 


bic 



Note. — As an adjective bcr is declined like the definite article, 
but its vowel is stressed and long in all the forms except hi^. 

bicfcr bicfc bicfc^ bicfc 

bicfcd bicfcr bicfcr bicfcr 

bicfcm bicfcr bicfcm bicfcn 

bicfcn bicfc bicfcm bicfc 

1. ©old^cr is declined like bicfcr; when it is preceded by 
cin or fcin, it is inflected like an adjective; when followed by 
cin, it is not inflected. 

2. 35crfclbc and bcrjcnigc have a double inflection. The 
first part, which is the definite article, is inflected as such, 
and the second part is inflected like a weak adjective. S)cr* 
fclbc, bc^fclbcn, bcmfclbcn, etc. 
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97. S)tcfcr, thisy the latter, denotes proximity; jcticr {yon), 
that, the former, denotes remoteness. 

Note. — Instead of biefed the short form bic^ occurs very frequently. 

98. Absolute Use of ^\t^ and ^a^. Like t^, bied and 
ia^ are often used as the subject of the verb fcin without 
regard to the gender and number of the following predicate 
noun, with which the verb agrees. !Da^ finb brat)C (well 
behaved) ^inbcr. S)tc« ift mcinc SKuttcr. 

Indefinite Pronouns 

99. The more common indefinite pronouns are: 

1. Man, one, they, people: SWan fagt, one says, they say, 
people say or it is said, SWan is used only in the nominative. 
The other cases are supplied by forms of cin (cinc«, cincm, 
cincn). 

2. 3>cmanb, somebody, some one: ^cmanb mu6 e^ tun, Some 
one must do it. 

9licmanb, nobody, no one: 3d^ l^abc nicmanb ficfcl^cn, / have 
seen no one, 

Sebcrmann, everybody: !Da« ift nid^t icbcrmann^ <S>(i6^, 
That is not everybody's affair. 

These have no plural and are invariable, except that they 
take an ^ in the genitive. 

3. Sttoa^, something, some, somewhat (as adverb): S^ ift 
tiXocA gcfd^cl^cn, Something has happened, 

yixiji^, nothing: ^i) l^abc nid^t^ gefagt, / said nothing. 

Both are invariable and are frequently used before neuter 

adjectives used as substantives: cttoa^ ®utc^, something 

good, nid^t^ 9lcuc«, nothing new. 

Caution. Do not confuse nid^t, not (negative) and nid^t^, 
nothing (indefinite pronoun); nor jcncr (cognate of yon)^ 
that, and jcbcr, each, every. 
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THE VERB 

100. In structure and use the German verb closely 
resembles the verb in English. It has the following modi- 
fications: two voices, active and passive; six tenses, present, 
preterit, present perfect, past perfect, future, and future 
perfect; four moods, indicative, imperative, subjunctive, 
and conditional; three persons, first, second, and third; 
two numbers, singular and plural. 

Note. — It is of the utmost importance that the student have a 
correct and real concept corresponding to each of the various gram- 
matical terms. See introductory chapter for these general definitions. 

101. The Stem of a verb is found by dropping the ending 
-en (n of tun, fcin, and verbs in -cin, -cm) of the present 
infinitive: Ubm, Ich-; ^anbcln, ^anbel-. 

102. The Principal Parts of a verb are the present in- 
finitive, the third person singular of the present, the preterit 
(past), and the present perfect indicative: Uxnen, tt \xmi, tt 
kmte, tt fytt gelentt; faQen, cr fftttt, cr flel, tt ift gefaOen. 

103. I. A verb is said to be Weak if it forms the preterit 
indicative by adding -tt to the stem, and the perfect parti- 
ciple by adding -t: loben, lobtt, gelobt. 

2. A verb is said to be Strong if it forms the preterit 
indicative by changing the stem vowel without adding 
an ending, and its past participle ends in -en: fe^, fol^, 
flefe^. 

3. An Irregolar Weak verb has the endings of the weak 
and the vowel change of the strong verb : breimen, brotmte, 
gebrdiuit. 

104. Simfde and Compotind Tenses. The simple tenses 
— the present (except present conditional) and the preterit 
active — are formed without the aid of an auxiliary. The 
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remaining four are compound tenses and are formed by the 
aid of auxiliaries. Thus : simple, id) ^ef)t, \6) ging ; compound, 
id) bin ficgangcn, id) tocrbc ficl^cn, etc. 

105. An Auxiliary verb is one that is used in the conjuga- 
tion of other verbs. Auxiliaries are of two kinds, tense auxil- 
iaries: fcin, \)abtn, totxben, and mood auxiliaries: btlrfcn, 
fdnncn, mdgcn, mtlffcn, follcn, tooKcn. 

106. Of the tense auxiliaries, fcin and \)abm are used in 
the perfect tenses, tocrbcn is used in the future tenses of the 
active voice and in all the tenses of the passive. 

107. Rule for Use of fein and f^abtn. Intransitive verbs 
denoting change of position or condition take fein. All 
other verbs take l^aben. Exceptions: fcin, bicibcn, ficlingcn, 
ficfd^cl^cn, take fein. 

Note. — Some verbs may take both fcin and l^bcn. Thus: ©Ir 
finb in badncuc$au8 gcgogcn (intransitive), We moved into the new house; 
but 3)a« ^fcrb M ben ©ogcn gcjogcn (transitive), The horse pulled the 
wagon, 

1. A prefix often radically changes the meaning of a verb, 
hence the simple verb often has a different auxiliary than 
the compound. Thus gcl^cn takes fcin, while bcficl^cn, to com- 
mit, takes l^abcn ; fd^Iafcn takes l^abcn, but cinfd^Iafcn, to fall 
asleep, takes fcin. 

108. I. The Present Infinitive ends in -en, except tun, 
fcin and verbs in -ein and -em. The infinitive may be used 
either with or without ju, to. With separable verbs gu comes 
between the prefix and the verb : ansufangcn. Used as a noun, 
the infinitive is always neuter and is inflected like strong 
nouns of the first class. It has no plural. 

2. The Passive Infinitive is composed of the perfect 
participle of the verb and the present infinitive of tocrbcn: 
S^ fann nid^t t)on il)m gcfagt tocrbcn, bafe cr gcisifi mar, // can- 
not he said of him that he was stingy. 
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3. The Active Infinitive frequently is passive in meaning 
after the verb fcin: S)cr ^nabc tt)ar nid^t gu \t\)tn, The boy was 
not to be seen. 

4. The Perfect Infinitive, as in English, is composed of 
the past participle of the verb plus the present infinitive of 
the auxiliary, but the order is reversed: gclcbt (ju) l^abcn, 
to have lived; ficgangcn (gu) fcin, to have gone, 

109. I. The Present Participle is formed by adding 
-b to the present infinitive: laufcnb, l)anbclnb. Exceptions: 
tun, tucnb, fcin, fcicnb, both of which are rare. 

Note. — In general the present participle is not used as freely in 
German as in English. 

2. When preceded by ju the present participle is called 
gerundive, and is used and declined like an attributive adjec- 
tive: bic iu Icmcnbcn Slufgabcn, the lessons to be learned. Note 
that it is passive in meaning. 

3. When used as adjectives or nouns, participles, both 
present and perfect, are declined Uke adjectives. Compare 
64ff. 

110. I. The Past (or Perfect) Participle is formed by 
prefixing gc- and adding -t to the stem: Icb(cn), Qclcbt. 
Verbal stems in -b or -t add -ct instead of -t, for the sake 
of euphony. 

2. The past participle of strong verbs also begins 
with gc-; it ends in -en or -n: fingcn, gcfungcn; tun/ 
get an. 

3. Verbs beginning with an unaccented syllable do not 
take gc- in the perfect participle. Such verbs are: those 
beginning with the inseparable prefixes, be, ent (entp), er, 
ge, t)er, jer; verbs in -ieren and -eicn: ergill^Ien, ergftfilt; ftu* 
bieren, ftubiert ; propbcjcien, propb^seit. 

4. In the case of separable verbs the augment gc- comes 
between the prefix and the verb : angcf ommen. 
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111. Conjugatioii of (olicn. 

Principal parts: Ijaben, er f)Qt, er Ijatte, er l)Qt gettabt. 



Indicative 


Subjunctive 




Present 


t* Soh 


iibbobe 


taW 


bu babtft 


er (fit, «) Sat 


er (fie, e«) bobe 


ttir ijabm 


ait bnben 


illtlKlM 


ibtbabet 


fit (Sit) Sobtn 


fie (Ste) b«ben 




Pteterit or Impeifect 


l*llottt 


butte 


bu Sotttft 


batteft 


ertottt 


btitte 


tm fntten 


bAtttn 


Ht Wlet 


bitttet 


fitSatten 


batten 




Present Perfect 


14 So6t aeSobt 


babe oebobt 


bu Wt Btfobt 


babefl aebabt 


tr dot atSabt 


babe oebabt 


toic Sobtn Qttiabt 


baben gtbabt 


ibi bnbt etbobt 


babet aebobt 


fie babtn eebabt 


baben jebobt 




Past Perfect 


i* botte «ebiibt 


batte Bebobt 




batteft eebabt 




batte tebobt 




batten eebabt 




battet jebabt 




batten eebabt 
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Indicative ^ 

i^ h)crbc l^abcn 
bu toirft f)abm 
cr toxxb f)aben 



Future 



Subjunctive 

tocrbe l^abcn 
h)crbcft l^abcn 
tocrbc l^abcn 



h)ir tocrbcn l^abcn tocrbcn l&abcn 

tl^r iDcrbct l^abcn iDcrbct l^abcn 

fie tocrbcn fiabcn tocrbcn l^abcn 

Note. — The subjunctive forms are placed opposite the indicative 
to impress upon the student the formal differences between the two 
modes. It must be borne in mind that the tenses do not correspond 
in meaning. Thus, the preterit subjunctive denotes present time 
and the present perfect and past perfect both denote past time. 

Future Perfect 

id^ h)crbc gcliabt fyibm totxbt gcl^abt l^bcn 

bu h)irft ficl)abt \)abtn tocrbcft Qcl^abt l^abcn 

cr toixb flcl^abt l^obcn tocrbc Qcl^abt l^abcn 



h)ir njcrbcn gcl&abt l)abcn 
il^r tocrbct gcl^abt fiobcn 
fie tocrbcn gcl^abt l^abcn 




tocrbcn gcl^abt l^aben 
tocrbct gcl^abt l^aben 
iDcrbcn ficl^abt l^aben 


Present 


Conditional 

Perfect 


id) totlrbc l^abcn 
bu toilrbcft l)abcn 
cr nriirbc l^abcn 




toilrbc ficl)abt l&abcn 
totlrbcft Qcl)abt bobcn 
toiirbc ficfiabt l^cn 


h)ir toilrbcn l&abcn 
if)r toilrbct l^abcn 
fie toiirbcn l^abcn 

Imperative 


toilrbcn %t\)abt f)abm 
toilrbct gcl^abt fiobcn 
toilrbcn gcl^abt fioben 


fiobc (bu) 


f)Qbt (X\)X) 


l^abcn ®ic 


Present Participle 

l^abcnb 




Perfect Infinitive 

ficl^obt (gu) l^bcn 
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112. For the formation of the compound tenses the fol- 
lowing formulas should be kept in mind. 

1. Present Perfect = present of the auxiliary (fcin or 
f)abtn) plus the past participle of the verb. 

2. Past Perfect = preterit of auxiliary plus the past 
participle of the verb. 

3. Future = present of tt)crbcn plus the present infinitive 
of the verb. 

4. Future Perfect = present of iDcrbcn plus the perfect 
infinitive of the verb. 

5. Present Conditional = preterit subjunctive of iDcrbcn 
plus the present infinitive of the verb. 

6. Perfect Conditional = preterit subjunctive of iDcrbcn 

plus the perfect infinitive of the verb. 

Note. — For the subjunctives use the subjunctive forms of the 
auxiliary. 

113. Conjugation of fein. 

Principal parts : fcin, cr ift, cr tear, cr ift QCtDcfcn. 



Indicative 

16) bin 
bu bift 
cr ift 

h)ir finb 
i{)r fcib 
fie finb 

id) h)ar 
bu toarft 
cr h)ar 

h)ir toaxm 

\f)x toaxi (toarct) 

fie toaxm 



Subjunctive 



Present 



Preterit 



id^ fci 

bu fcift (fcicft) 

cr fci 

n)ir feicn 
i{)r fciet 
fie feicn 

ic^ tt)(ire 
bu mttreft 
cr mftre 

h)ir Mxen 
ti)X toftret 
fie h)(ircn 
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Indicative 

i^ bin fictocfcn 
bu bift fictocfcn 
cr ift QctDcfcn 

h)ir finb Qcmcfcn 
il^r fcib fictDcfcn 
fie finb gclrcfcn 



id^ mar gcmcfcn 
bu marft gctocfcn 
cr mar gcmcfcn 

mir marcn gcmcfcn 
il)r mart Qcmcfcn 
fie marcn gcmcfcn 

i^ mcrbc fcin 
bu mirft fcin 
cr mirb fcin 

mir mcrbcn fcin 
H)x mcrbct fcin 
fie mcrbcn fcin 



id^ mcrbc gcmefcn fcin 
bu mirft Qcmcfcn fcin 
cr mirb gcmcfcn fcin 

mir mcrbcn gcmcfcn fcin 
i^r merbet gcmcfcn fcin 
fie mcrbcn gcmcfcn fcin 



Subjunctive 
Present Perfect 

x(i) fei ficmcfen 
bu fcift ficmcfen 
cr fci gcmcfcn 

mir fcicn gemcfcn 
i^r fcict ficmcfcn 
fie fcicn ficmefen 

Past Perfect 

id^ mfire gemefen 
bu milreft gemefen 
cr milrc gemefen 

mir mfiren gemefen 
x\)x mftret gemefcn 
fie milrcn gcmcfcn 

id^ mcrbc fcin 
bu mcrbcft fcin 
cr mcrbc fcin 

mir mcrbcn fcin 
il^r mcrbct fcin 
fie mcrbcn fcin 

Future Perfect 

id^ mcrbc gcmcfcn fcin 
bu mcrbcft gemefen fcin 
cr mcrbc gcmcfen fcin 

mir mcrbcn gcmcfcn fcin 
H)x mcrbct gcmcfcn fcin 
fie mcrbcn gemefen fcin 



Future 



42 



ELEMENTS OF GERMAN GRAMMAR 



Indicative 
Present 


Subjunctive 
Conditional 

Perfect 


id^ tt)tlrbe fcin 
bu mtlrbcft fcin 
cr iDiirbc fcin 




id^ totlrbc gcmcfcn fcin 
bu toiirbcft gctDcfcn fcin 
cr toUxbt QClDcfcn fcin 


mir tDilrbcn fcin 
i^r mtlrbct fcin 
fie mtlrbcn fcin 




mir Mrbcn gctDcfcn fcin 
il^r miirbct gcn)efen fcin 
fie toiirben gemefen fcin 


fei 


Imperative 

feib fcicn ®ic 


Present Participle 

feicnb 




Perfect Infinitive 

getocfen fcin 



114. Conjugation of tottitn. 

Principal parts: toerben, cr toirb, er tDurbe (or marb), cr ift 
gemorben. 

Present 



id^ merbe 
bu ttJhrft 
er ttJirb 


ic^ iDcrbc 
bu iDcrbcft 
cr mcrbc 




mir toerben 
il^r toexbd 
fie tDcrben 


h)ir mcrbcn 
i^r mcrbct 
fie mxbtn 




ic^ tDurbc or marb 
bu n)urbeft or marbft 
cr n)urbe or toarb 


Preterit 

id^ tDilrbc 
bu miirbeft 
cr totlrbe 


\ 


tt)ir iDurben 
H)X iDurbet 
fie hjurben 


toir. iDilrben 
ilir milrbet 
fie totlrben 


■ 


id^ bin getoorben, etc. 


Present Perfect 

id^ fei fictoorben, etc. 





r 



THE VERB 43 

Indicative Subjunctive 

Past Perfect 

id^ toax gctoorbcn, etc. id^ toftrc gctoorbcn, etc. 

Future 

td^ iDcrbc iDcrbcn, etc. id^ mcrbc tt)crbcn, etc. 

Future Perfect 

i(i) h)crbc gctoorbcn fcin, etc. id) toexbt fictt)orbcn fcin, etc. 



Present 




Perfect 


id^ hjtlrbc tDcrbcn, etc. 


ic^ tDtlrbc ficmorbcn fcin, etc. 




Imperative 




h)crbc 


mcrbct 


tocrben ©ic 


Present Participle 


, 


Perfect Infinitive 


tocrbcnb 


Weak Verbs 


Qctoorbcn fcin 



II64 Conjugation of lohtn. 

Principal parts : lobcn, cr lobt, ex lobtc, cr \)ai gclobt. 

Indicative Subjunctive Indicative and Subjunctive 

Present Preterit 

id^ lobe id^ lobe id^ lobtc 

bu lobft bu lobcft bu lobtcft 

cr lobt er lobe er lobte 

toir loben h)ir loben toir lobtcn 

i^r lobt tl)r lobet i\)x lobtet 

fie loben fie loben fie lobten 

Note. — In the preterit the indicative and subjunctive of all weak 
verbs are identical. In the present subjunctive only those forms that 
differ from the corresponding indicative forms are used, and of these 
three only the third singular is at all common. 
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Indicative Subjunctive 

Present Perfect 

id) l^abc Qclobt, etc. i(i) l^abc Qclobt, etc. 

Past P.erfect 

x6) l^attc gclobt, etc. i(i) l)(lttc gclobt, etc. 

Future 

xci) totxbt lobcn, etc. ici) tocrbc lobcn, etc. 

Future Perfect 

id) h)crbc gclobt f)abm, etc. id^ h)crbc gclobt \)ahtn, etc. 

Conditional 
Present Perfect 

i^ totlrbc lobcn, etc. ici) totlrbc gclobt babcn, etc. 

Imperative 

lobe lobt (lobct) lobcn ®ic 

Present Participle Perfect Infinitive 

lobcnb ficlobt l)abcn 

116. Conjugation of ttianbent. 

Principal parts: toanbcm, cr toanbcrt, cr toanbexte, ex ift 
fictt)anbcrt. 

Indicative Subjunctive Indicative and Subjunctive 

Present Preterit 

id^ h3anb(c)rc id) n)anb(c)rc ic^ toanbtxte 

bu hjanbcrft bu tt)anb(c)rcft bu h)anbcrtcft 

cr hjanbcrt cr n}anb(c)rc cr icanbcrtc 

mir hjanbcm tDir h)anb(c)rcn tt)ir toanbcrtcn 

ibr toanbcrt ibr h)anb(c)rct ibr toanbcrtct 

fie manbem fie tt)anb{c)rcn fie manbcrten 

Note. — Verbs ending in -cln, -cm usually drop the c of their final 
syllable before a suflSx beginning with c but retain it elsewhere. 
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Indicative Subjunctive 

Present Perfect 

x(S) bin gcmanbcrt, etc. id^ fci gcmanbcrt, etc. 

Past Perfect 

id^ toax fictDanbcrt, etc. id^ toUxt gctoanbcrt, etc. 

Future 

id^ h)crbc toanbcrn, etc. id^ tDcrbc iDanbcrn, etc. 

Future Perfect 

id^ mcrbc fictpanbcrt fcin, etc. id^ h)crbc gctoanbcrt fcin, etc. 



Present 

td^ toilrbc toanbttn, etc. 
h)anb(c)rc 

Present Participle 

toanbcmb 



Conditional 

Perfect 

id^ toilrbc gctoanbcrt fcin, etc. 

Imperative 

iDanbcrt h)anbcm ©ic 

Perfect Infinitive 

fictoanbcrt fcin 



117. Connecting Vowel. 

1. Verbs whose stem ends in b or t, or m or n preceded by 
a single consonant other than I, r, m, and n, take the con- 
necting vowel c before -ft and -t. Thus: bu arbcitcft, cr 
axidttt, it)x axhdttt, id) arbcitctc, gcarbcitct; bu rcbcft, ex rcbct, 
etc.; bu rcd^ncft, bu atmcft, bu acid^ncft. 

2. Verbs whose stem ends in a sibilant (^, \\, i, fd^, i^, 
X, i) take c before -ft: bu tanjcft, bu rcifcft, bu toilnfd^cft. In 
colloquial German, however, the contracted forms are more 
common : bu tanjt, bu njilnfd^ft. 

118. The Imperative Mood has only three forms: the 
second person singular, lobe (bu), the second person plural, 
lobt (il^t), and the polite, or conventional, which is third 
person plural in form, but second person singular or plural 
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in meaning, lobcn ©ic. In the first two, the so-called 
familiar or bu-form, the subject bn, xf)X, is rarely expressed 
(and then for emphasis), as in English; in the polite form 
the subject must always be expressed and capitalized. For 
the use of these forms compare 79. 

119. Irregular Weak Verbs. 



nfinitive 


Present 


Preterit 


Present 
Perfect 


Preterit 
Subjunctive 


brcnncn 


cr brcnnt 


cr branntc 


cr f)at Qcbrannt 


cr brcnntc 


britiQcn 


bringt 


brad^tc 


l)at Qcbrad^t 


brttd^tc 


bcnfen 


bcn!t 


bai)tt 


bat Qcbad^t 


bftcbtc 


btln!cn 


bilnft 


bcuc^tc 


bat Qcbcud^t 


bcucbtc 


fcnncn 


fcnnt 


fanntc 


bat ficfonnt 


fcnntc 


ncnncn 


ncnnt 


nanntc 


bat gcnannt 


ncnntc 


rcnncn 


rcnnt 


rannte 


l^at Qcrannt 


rcnntc 


fcnbcn 


fcnbct 


fanbtc 


bat Qcfanbt 


fenbctc 


tocnbcn 


n}cnbct 


toanbtc 


l^at gctoanbt 


tocnbctc 



Strong Verbs 

120. Conjugation of fc^Iagen. 

Principal parts: fd^Iagcn, cr fc^Iftfit, fc^Iug, cr I)at gcfd^IaQcn. 



Indicative Subjunctive 

Present 



icb fcblagc 
bu fc^Iagft 
cr W&qt 

h)ir fd^Iagcn 
ibr fcblagt 
fie fd^Iagcn 



x^ fd^Iagc 
bu fcblagcft 
cr fd^Iagc 

h)tr fd^Iagcn 
il^r fd^Iagct 
fie fd^Iagcn 



Indicative Subjunctive 
Preterit 

id) fcblug id) fcbWgc 

bu fcblugft bu fd^Itlgcft 

cr fd^Iug cr fd&Iiigc 



h)ir fcblugcn 
ibr fd^Iugt 
fie fcbluQcn 



h)ir fcblilgcn 
ibr fd^Itlgct 
fie fd^Itlgcn 



Present Perfect 

id) l^abc gcfcbtogcn, etc. id^ l^abc gcfd^fagcn, etc. 

* !Dttnfcn, fcnbcn, and toenben also have the regular weak forms. 
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Past Perfect 

id) i)aitt gcfd^Iagcn, etc. ic^ l^ftttc ficfd^foflcn, etc. 

Future 

id) iDcrbc fd^lagcn, etc. id) h)crbc \d)la^m, etc. 

Future Perfect 

id^ h)crbc ficfd^Iagcn l^abcn, etc. id^ totxhe ficfd^fagcn l^abcn, etc. 

Conditional 
Present Perfect 

id) totlrbc fd^Iagcn, etc. id) mtlrbc gcfd^Iagcn l^abcn, etc. 

Imperative 

fd^Iagc fc^Iagt fd^togcn ©ic 

Present Participle Perfect In£nitive 

fd^lagcnb gcfd^Iagcn \)aben 

121. Vowel Change in the Present Indicative and Im- 
perative. In the second and third person singular of the 
present indicative and the second singular imperative 
many strong verbs have a vowel change. Note the following: 

id) falirc id) \pxed)e id) ncl)mc id^ fcl&c id) ^t^t 
bufa^rft bufjnric^ft bunimmft bu fie^t bu gclift 
cr fai^rt cr fl)tict|t ex nimmt cr flei^t cr gcl)t 

toir fal^rcn h)ir fprcd^cn toir ncl^mcn mir fcl^cn h)ir gcl^cn 
il)r fal^rt il^r fprcd^t i\)x nef)mt ii)x fcl)t i{)r gcl)t 
fie fal^rcn fie fprcd^cn fie nc{)mcn fie fel^en fie gel^en 

Imperative 

fal)re f»)tict| nimm fte^(e) gel^e 

I. Strong verbs having a for a stem vowel change this to 
fi in the second and third singular of the present indicative, 
but are regular in the imperative. Saufen, faufen, fto^en 
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also belong here, ©d^affcn (also weak) and fd^allcn are 
exceptions. 

2. The following seven verbs whose stem vowel is long 
c change to it: bcfc^Icn, cmpfc^Icn, gcfd^clicn, Icfcn, fd^crcn (also 
weak: id^ fd^crc, bu fc^crft, cr fd^crt), fcl)cn, ftclilcn. ©cbdrcn, 
Qcbicrft, gcbicrt, also belongs here. These verbs also have 
the change in the imperative (gcfd^cl^cn has no imperative). 

3. The following seven verbs having long c for a stem 
vowel do not change: bctocgcn, gcl^cn, gcncfcn, l^cbcn, pflcgcn, 
ftcl^cn, tocbcn. 

4. The following three verbs whose stem vowel is long 
c change this to short i: gcbcn, ntf)mm, trctcn. These also 
have the change in the imperative. 

5. All strong verbs whose stem vowel is short c change this 
to short i. These also have the change in the imperative. 

Note. — All the verbs changing from c to i, tc, also have the change 
in the imperative and drop the final c in the imperative. 

Stem Vowel 2d and 3d Sing. Indicative 2d Sing. Imperative 

a tt a 

c tc, !, c ic, !, I 

I I X 

Note. — The vowel of a verb is short when it is followed by two 
or more consonants, unless the first of these is 1^. 

122. Connecting Vowel. 

I. Strong verbs whose stem ends in b or t, take the con- 
necting vowel c before -ft and -t, except in the forms having 
a vowel change in the present. Note the following forms : 



fobcn 


bu tobft 


cr mt 


but il^r label 


bratcn 


bu brfttft 


cr brilt 


il^r bratct 


f)alttn 


bu Wt\t 


cr mt 


i^r l)altct 


ficltcn 


bu fliltft 


cr flilt 


xijX flcltct 


finbcn 


bu finbcft 


cr finbct 


i^r finbct 



r 
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2. Strong verbs whose stem ends in a sibilant (s-sound) 
may take c before -ft, but usually do not. Compare 
117, 2. Examples: id^ cffc, bu ifet (iffcft), cr ifet; id^ J^cifec, bu 
i^cifet (l^cifecft), cr i^cifet. 

123. The preterit (imperfect) subjunctive of strong verbs 
is formed from the preterit indicative by mutating the 
stem vowel and adding the subjunctive endings: -t, -eft, 
-t, -en, -et, -en, which are alike for the present and the 
preterit. 

Note. — As an aid in determining whether a verb is weak or strong 
it might be well for the student to remember that of the verbs having 
umlaut in the stem vowel all but nine are weak, and these are mostly 
quite rare. 

Compound Verbs 

124. Inseparable Verbs. Verbs having the prefixes be, 
ent (cmp before f), cr, gc, t)cr, jcr are inseparable. They are 
conjugated like their corresponding simple verbs, except 
that they do not take the augment gc- in the past participle, 
because the prefix is unaccented (110, 3). As the prefix 
sometimes changes an intransitive verb to a transitive, the 
compound verbs do not always have the same auxiliary as 
the simple verbs. 

I. Synopsis of crfinbcn, ist sing. ind. act.: ii) crfinbe, id& 
crfanb, id^ \)aht crfunben, ii) \)attt crfunbcn, id^ iDcrbc crfinbcn, id^ 
iDcrbc crfunbcn l^abcn. 

126. Separable Verbs. Verbs having prefixes other than 
those enumerated above are separable in their simple tenses 
(present, preterit). 

1. The separable prefixes are very numerous; they con- 
sist of prepositions, adverbs, adjectives, and nouns : anfangcn, 
fortfal^rcn, lo^faufcn, tcilnc{)mcn. 

2. The separable prefix always bears the main accent: 
auf'ftcl&cn, an'fangcn. 
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3. When separated, these prefixes come at the end of 
the clause : ^i) fing l^cutc morgcn an. 

4. In transposed word order they are not separated: 
3d& toax \(i)on mllbc, ate x^ bic Slrbcit anfing. 

5. The gc- of the past participle and the ju of the infinitive 
are placed between the prefix and the verb: angcfommcn, 
ansufongcn. 

6. Synopsis of anfangcn, 3d sing. ind. act. : cr fttngt an, cr 
fing an, cr l^at angcfangcn, cr \)atit angcfangcn, cr toirb anfangcn, 
cr iDirb angcfangcn l^abcn. 

Imperative 

fangc an fangt an fangcn ©ic an 

Present Participle Perfect Infinitive 

anfangcnb angcfangcn {)abcn 

Note. — The following prefixes are usually separable if the verb is 
used in its literal, concrete sense; inseparable, usually, if used figura- 
tively: burd^, llbcr, urn, untcr, h)icbcr. Thus: T)tx gai)rmann fcljtc un« 
llbcr, The ferryman ferried us across. 2)cr <Sd^lllcr llbcrfc^tc fcinc Slufgabc, 
The pupil translated his lesson, 

Winter, mi 6/ iDtbcr, tooK are more often inseparable than separable. 

126. Reflexive Verbs. A reflexive verb is one whose 
subject and object refer to the same person or thing. The 
object is always a pronoun, personal for the first and second 
person and fid^ for the third. While practically all reflexives 
have their object in the accusative, a few take their object 
in the dative and a few in the genitive case : ^d) fd^ttmc mx(S), 
id& fd&mcid^Ic mir, td& fpottc mcincr. 

127. Reflexive verbs are conjugated like other verbs. 
The pronoun object, however, needs some attention. The 
following paradigms will illustrate its use. 

I. Conjugation of ftdft frcucn. 

Principal parts : fid^ frcucn, cr frcut fid&, cr frcutc fid&, cr Ifiat 
fid& gcfrcut. 
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Indicative Subjunctive 

Present 

i(i) f rcuc mid& id^ frcuc mici& 

bu frcuft bi(§ bu frcucft bii) 

cr frcut [ici^ cr frcuc m 

tDir frcucn un« n)ir frcucn un« 

i^r frcut end) i^r frcuct cud& 

[ic frcuen [ici& fie frcucn fid^ 

Preterit 

i* frcutc rnid^, etc. ic^ frcutc rnid^, etc. 

Present Perfect 

id) l^obc tnid^ ficfrcut, etc. id^ ^abc mid^ ficfrcut, etc. 

Past Perfect 

i^ fyittc rnid^ ficfrcut, etc. id^ j^ttc rnid^ ficfrcut, etc. 

Future 

i^ hjcrbc rnid^ frcucn, etc. id) toctbe mid) frcucn, etc. 

Future Perfect 

td^ hjcrbc mic^ gcfrcut ^abcn, id) toetbt mid) gcfrcut l^bcn, 

^^^- etc. 

Conditional 

td^ toiirbc mid) frcucn, etc. id^ nriirbc mid) gcfrcut ^bcn, 

etc. 
Imperative 

freue bi« freut euc^ freuen ©ie fw^ 

2. Conjugation <rf ft(^ ft^tneU^efo in the present. 
Lndicative SnBjTNcnvE 

»* Wmricfile mir ij^ f(^mei(^k mir 

bu Wmeic^eltt Mr t,u ^dimnd)le\t bir 

er Wnmc^elt R* er f(^mei(^Ie fi(^ 
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Indicative Subjunctive 

iDir fd^mcid^cln un^ toir fd^mcid^Icn un^ 

il^r fd^mcid^clt cud^ il^r fd^mcid^Ict cud^ 

fie fd^mcid^cln \xi) fie fd^mcid^Icn fid^ 

Note i. — All reflexive verbs take fyihtn. 

Note 2. — Reflexive verbs have no passive, but they are frequently 
used instead of the passive. Hence many reflexives must be translated 
by means of the passive. 

Passive 

128. A verb in the active voice represents its subject as 
acting: ^d) fd^IaflC. A verb in the passive represents its sub- 
ject as receiving or suffering the action : 3d^ tDcrbc ficfd^Iaflcn. 

129. As a rule only transitive verbs can be used in the pas- 
sive. In German, however, some intransitive verbs denoting 
action may have an impersonal passive. Compare 136. 

130. There are two passives in German, the Real (or 
Actional) Passive and the Apparent (Quasi or Perfective) 
Passive. 

131. The Real Passive expresses an action going on at the 
time indicated by the verb. It is formed by combining the 
past participle of the verb with the various forms of iDCrbcn: 
id^ iDcrbc ficlobt, xct) iDurbc gclobt, td& bin gclobt njorben, etc. 

Note. — In the perfect tenses of the passive the past participle of 
tocrbcn drops the augment gc : toorbcn not gclDorbcn. 

132. The Apparent Passive does not denote an action, but 
rather a state resulting from an action already completed. 
It is formed by combining the past participle of the verb 
with the various forms of fcin: ba^ 93ud^ ift gcbrudtt (printed) ^ 
bad 93ud^ tDar gcbrudtt, bad 93ud^ ift gcbrudtt flcn)cfcn, etc. 

Note. — In the apparent passive the participle may be looked upon 
as a predicate adjective after the verb fcin. Thus in bad 53u(i^ ift gebrutft, 
gcbrucft has about the same force as in bad gcbrucftc 53u4. 
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I. The meaning of the auxiliaries iDcrbcn, to become , and 
fctn, to be, gives the best clue to the distinction between the 
real and the apparent passive. 

Note. — As a further aid in determining whether to use the real 
or the apparent passive the student should remember that the ap- 
parent passive is not used when an agent is expressed. But this rule 
cannot be reversed, that is, it is not correct to say that whenever no 
agent is expressed, the apparent passive is used. 

133. The agent is usually expressed in the dative after the 
preposition t)on: Dcr §unb ttjurbc t)on cincm ^nabcn gcfd^Iagcn. 

Caution. Never translate the English preposition by as 
used in expressing the agent with the passive with the Ger- 
man preposition bci, but with t)on. 

134. Conjugation of pxufjtn, to examine. Real Passive. 

Principal parts: ficpriift iDcrbcn, cr iDirb flcprilft, cr iDurbc 
ficprilft, cr ift gcprilft iDorbcn. 

Indicative Subjunctive 

Present 

x6) iDcrbc ficprilft id^ iDcrbc flcpriift 

bu iDtrft ficprllft bu tDcrbcft gcpriift 

cr tDirb flcpriift cr iDcrbc gcpriift 

iDtr iDcrbcn gcpriift iDtr mcrbcn gcpriift 

if)r n)crbct gcpriift i{)r xotxhti gcpriift 

fie iDcrbcn flcpriift fie iDcrbcn flcpriift 

Preterit 

\6) tDurbc ficpriift, etc. x6) miirbc flcpriift, etc. 

Present Perfect 

x6) bin gepriift iDorben, etc. \i) fei gepriift iDorben, etc. 

Past Perfect 

\6) mar flcprttft morbcn, etc. \6) miire gcpriift iDorbcn, etc. 
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Ui) ronbe fleprttft iwrben, etc. iij roetbe aeprllft roetben, etc. 

Future Perfect 

ic^ Merbe flepriift morbtn (ein, i(i) Werbe fleptUft toorben fein, 

etc. etc. 
Conditional 

Present Perfect 

ic^ iBiirbe fleinrUft nierben, etc. ii^ reiirbe geprlift Wotbm (ein, 
etc. 

136. Conjugation of fangen, to catck or capture. Ap- 
parent Passive. 

Principal parts : flcfanflen fein, et ift gefonflen, er toax gefonflen, 
et ift flefonflen fleWefen, 

Indicative Subjunctive 

Present 
t(^ iiin gefangen, etc. ic^ fei gefangen, etc. 

Preterit 

ic6 mat Befanaen, etc. ii^ mflre gefangen, etc. 

Persent Perfect 

ii^ bin gefangen gerotfen, etc. ic^ (ei gefangen geffiefen, etc. 

Past Perfect 
tift roar gefangen gettefen, etc. id) Mflre gefangen gemefen, etc. 

n, etc. ic^ merbe gefangen fein, etc. 

Future Perfect 
eroefen fein, tt^ metbe gefangen gemefen fein, 
etc. 

Conditional 

Perfect 

n, etc. icti totltbe gefangen eeTOefen fein, 



^ 
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136. Impersonal Passive. Intransitive verbs denoting 
action may have a passive in the third singular with c^ as 
subject. @^ iDurbc in bicfctn §aufc t)icl gctanst, There was 
tntcch dancing in this house, @^ tDurbc monatclanfl flcfttmpft, 
They fought for months, S^ is omitted unless it comes at 
the beginning of the sentence or clause. Thus: 2ln btcfcr 
©telle tDUrbe lange gefihttpft, On this spot they fought for a long 
time, §icr iDirb oft gefungen, Here they frequently sing. 3n 
ben B^itungen iDtrb tJtel gelogen, Newspapers print many lies, 

I. Verbs having their object in the dative or the genitive 
also may have an impersonal passive : 3f)m tDUrbe 0et)olfen, He 
was helped. @^ tDirb if)m gef)oIfen toerben, He will he helped. 
3il^r iDirb t)on iebermann gefd^meid^elt, She is being flattered by 
every one. Oft iDurbe feiner gebad^t, He was often thought of. 

Note that in all these the dative or genitive object of the 
active is retained in the passive. 

137. Substitutes for the Passive. The passive is less 
frequently used in German than in English. The more 
common substitutes for the passive are: 

1. The active with man as the subject: SWan fagt, bafe fie 
nid^t ju §aufe tDar, It is said that she was not at home, SO?an 
nimmt an, er {)abe e^ gefagt, // is supposed that he said it, 

2. The reflexive, especially with laffen, but also alone: 
2)a^ lafet fid^ etnrid^ten, That can be arranged. @^ Itt^t fid^ madden, 
It can be done. Sie 2?ert)ei6un0 tDirb ftd^ erfilHen, The promise 
will be fulfilled. 

3. The active infinitive with fein and laffen frequently has 
passive force, denoting either possibility or necessity. S)a^ 
ift nid^t au«su{)alten, This is not to be endured, Die Slufgabe ift 
in lemen, The lesson is to be learned, ®r liefe ein §au^ bauen, 
He had a house built. SBa^ ift JU tun ? What is to be done ? 
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The Modal Auxiliaries 

138. The modal auxiliaries bilrfcn, fdnncn, tndBcn, milffcn, 
follcn, tDoIIcn, are thus designated because, like their English 
equivalents, they are used to change the mode or manner of 
expression. Thus the idea id^.ficl^c is modified by using the 
modals with it : 3d^ barf 0c{)cn, / am permitted to go; id^ fann 
gci^cn, / can go; \6) mufe flc{)cn, / must go, etc. 

Their principal parts with the preterit subjunctive are: 



bilrfcn 


cr barf 


cr burfte 


cr {)at ficburft 


cr bilrf tc 


fdnncn 


cr fann 


cr fonnte 


cr {)at flcfonnt 


cr fdnntc 


mdficn 


cr mag 


cr module 


cr \}ai Bcmod^t 


cr mSd^tc 


mllffcn 


cr mu6 


cr mufetc 


cr l^at ficmufet 


cr miifetc 


foKcn 


crfoH 


cr folltc 


cr l^at flcfoKt 


cr foUtc 


iDoKcn 


er iDiII 


cr tDoHtc 


cr l^at flclDoKt 


cr molltc 



Note. — All but foKcn and toottcn have umlaut in the present infini- 
tive. This umlaut is retained in the present and preterit subjunctive 
and in the plural of the present indicative, but not in the preterit in- 
(Jicative nor in the past participle. 

139. Conjugation. In the singular of the present indica- 
tive all but follcn have a vowel change, and the endings of 
all are those of the preterit of strong verbs. Thus : 







Present Indicative 






id^ barf 


fann 


mag 


mu6 


foil 


\M 


bu barfft 


fannft 


tnaflft 


mugt 


fottft 


iDtKft 


cr barf 


fann 


maB 


mu6 


foil 


IDIH 


\o\x bilrfcn 


fdnncn 


mdficn 


milffcn 


foUcn 


iDotlen 


i^r biirft 


f5nnt 


mdflt 


mttgt 


foCt 


iDOHt 


fie bilrfcn 


fdnncn 


mdgcn 


milffcn 


follcn 


iDoHen 



I. The remaining forms of these verbs are like those of 
the weak verbs, except that only tDoHen has the imperative 
forms. These are: tDoUc, n)on(e)t, tDoIIen ©tc. 
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2. SBiffcn (tt)u6tc, fiCtDufet) is also conjugated like the 
modal verbs: td^ iDCtfe, bu n)ct6t, cr tDcife, tDir tDtffcn, etc. 
But as it does not take a dependent infinitive, what is said 
under 140 does not apply to it. 

140. With Dependent Infinitives. The modal verbs are 
nearly always used with a dependent infinitive without 
p. Whenever this is the case, their perfect tenses are not 
formed by means of the weak past participle, gcburft, gcfonnt, 
etc., but the so-called strong participle, which is like the 
present infinitive, is used : 

Indicative 
Present Perfect Past Perfect 

iii) \)abt flc{)cn fSnncn, etc. id^ l^attc ficl^cn f5nncn, etc. 

Future Future Perfect 

xii) iDcrbc flc{)cn fdnncn, etc. id) iDcrbc {)abcn fic{)cn f5nncn, 

etc. 

Conditional 
Present Perfect 

ict) miirbc flct)cn fdnncn, etc. id^ tDllrbc \)abm ficf)cn f5nncn, 

etc. 

Note. — The so-called double infinitive always comes last, even in a 
dependent clause. Compare 186. 

141. A number of other verbs which take a dependent 
infinitive without ju may have the same construction in 
their perfect tenses. These are: Iicifecn, {)clfcn, i^drcn, laffcn, 
fc{)cn; and less frequently, Icmcn, Icl^rcn, \iXl)kn, finbcn, and 
madden. Sr J^icfe mid^ fd^lDcigcn, He bade me he silent, @r l^at 
mid^ fd^lDcigcn ficifecn, He has commanded me to he silent, 3id& 
f)abc i{)ncn baucn f)clfcn, / helped them huild. SBir f)abcn il^n 
rcbcn prcn, We heard him speak. (£r l^at fofort ben Slrjt {)oIcn 
laffcn, He at once sent for the physician. 
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142. The more common meanings of the modal verbs 
are the following : ^iirfen, ,^tay (be permitted, allowed) : 
©ic bilrfcn fici^cn, You may go; when used with a negative, 
niMs^: 2)a^ barfft bu nid^t tun, You must not do that. ^ 

^ihtnen, can (be able): @r fann nid^t fommcn, He cannot 
come; may (permission and possibility): ©ic f5nncn fici^cn, 
You may go; I)a^ fann fcin, That may be; more idiomatic, to 
know: gr fann 2)cutf(i^ ; 3d^ fann ba^ ©cbid^t. 

SRdgen, may (permission and possibility): ©ic mdQcn 
nad^f ommcn, You may follow ; Sa^ mag tt)af)X fcin, That may 
be true; to like: ^c!) mafl ba^ nid^t, / do not like that. 

SRitffen, must (compulsion and prohibition): SBir mllffcn 
cilcn, We must hurry; S)a^ mu^t bu tDirflid^ nid^t tun, You really 
must not do that; more idiomatic: S^ mufetc fo fomntcn, It 
was destined (fated) to be, 

©ottcn, shall (obligation): S)u foHft nid&t ftcf)Icn, Thou 
shall not steal; idiomatic (decree of fate or hearsay): S^ 
l^at nid^t fcin foEcn, It was destined not to be; (gr foil rcid^ fcin. 
He is said to be rich, 

SBoQen, will (want to): 3d^ toill c^ tun, / am willing to 
do it; Sr tDiK nid^t flcl^cn. He does not want to go; idiomatic 
(pretense) : @r tDill c^ flcf)5rt l^abcn. He claims to have heard it. 

Caution. Do not use foKcn and iDoIIcn for shall and will as 

future auxiliaries. 

• 

143. Impersonal Verbs. Certain verbs are used only in 
the third person singular with the impersonal c^ as subject. 
They do not offer any special difficulty in their conjuga- 
tion, and in general correspond to English impersonal 
verbs: S^ rcflnct, fd^ncit, bonncrt, etc., it rains, snows, thun- 
ders, etc. 

I. Certain other impersonal verbs, however, do not cor- 
respond to English impersonals and offer considerable diffi- 
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culty. These are verbs or idioms denoting states of th h ^^ 
or mind: ^ 

S« fricrt mid& or 9Wid& fricrtC^), / am freezing. 
S« f)unflcrt mxi) or 9Wt(^ I)unficrt('^), / aw hungry. 
m bilrftct i^n or 3^n biirftctC^), He is thirsty. 
6^ fd^lDinbcIt mir or SDWr fci^tt)inbclt('^), / am dizzy. 
@« trftumtc mir or SD?tr trttumtc (c^), / dreamt. 
(£« fc{)It or mangclt un^ nici^t^ or Un^ fel)lt (tnangclt) ni($t« 
I^e /ac^ nothing, 

S^ gcf)t mir gut or SDWr gcl^t c^ gut, / am faring well. 
S^ tut mir Icib or SKir tut'^ Icib, / am sorry. 

Note that in all of these sentences the subject in English 
is in German in the accusative or dative case. In the first 
five sentences the c^ may be omitted if it does not introduce 
the sentence, in the sixth it must be omitted, but in the other 
two it is never omitted. 

144. Use of t^ gibt and t^ ift or e^ {!nb. Note these sen- 
tences : 

& fitbt SdtDcn in 2lfrifa, There are lions in Africa. 

@« finb gtDci Sdtucn in bicfcm ^ftfia. There are two lions in this 
cage. 

(g« gibt Did SBcin bic« 3at)r, There is (will be) much wine 
this year. 

(g« ift fcin Xropfcn SBcin in bcm gafe, There isn't a drop of 
wine in the barrel. 

I. @^ fiibt is used in broad general statements, c« tft (finb), 
in 'referring to specific persons or things located as to time 
or place. Sometimes either may be used: ©« ftibt (ift) vx6)X^ 
9tcuc« untcr bcr ©onnc. There is nothing new under the sun. 

Note. — The noun after c« ftibt is in the accusative case, bdng the 
direct object of gcbcn, a transitive verb. In c« ift, c« finb, c« is merely 
an introductory word; the noun that foUows is the subject and the 
verb agrees with it. 



6o ELEMENTS OF GERMAN GRAMMAR 



Use of the Moods 

146. Indicative. The indicative is the mood of the real, 
the actual. It is used in assertions or statements of fact, 
positive or negative or interrogative. 

146. Imperative. The imperative mood is used, just as 
in English, in giving commands, orders, directions, etc. 

I. Substitutes for the imperative. 

(a) The present infinitive: Umftcificn! Change cars, 

(b) The past participle : Uu^^cpa^tl Attention. 

(c) As in English, adverbs (verbal prefixes) : §inaud! 

Out {out with youy get out). 

Note. — In giving a harsh command any of these forms would be 
preferred to the ordinary imperative forms. 

(d) In the first and the third person, the subjunc- 

tive is used. Compare 149. 

147. Subjunctive. The subjunctive is almost never used 
to express a fact. It expresses ideas, desire, unreality, pos- 
sibility, concession, purpose, personal impression, etc., and 
is principally used in indirect statements. 

Caution. Remember that the tenses of the subjunctive 
do not correspond in meaning to those of the indicative. 
Compare 168, 2 and 3. 

148. The Optative Subjunctive. This use of the subjunc- 
tive is very much like the English. 

1. The present subjunctive: Sattfl Icbc bcr Sdnig! Long 
live the king! S)cin 9tcid& fommc! Thy kingdom come! ®ott 
troftc i^n! God comfort him! ®a^ ©Hid fci bir ^olb! May 
fortune smile on you! 

2. The preterit subjunctive is used in wishes referring to 
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present or future time whenever a sense of unreality enters 
in : SBcnn ex nur \)kx toUxt I If he were only here (but he is not) ! 
%d), bafe c^ grilJ^Iing marc ! Oh that it were spring! 

3. The past perfect subjunctive is used when a wish 
refers to past time. Here the sense of unreality is always 
present: SBcnn cr m\i) nur nid^t ficl^5rt l^ftttcl // he had only 
not heard me! SBftrc c^ icncn aKorficn nur nid^t fo fait gclDcfcn! 
Had it only not been so cold that morning! 

Note the inversion of order in the last sentence, both 
German and English. This is always the case when the 
conjunction if (iDcnn) is omitted. 

149. The Imperative Subjunctive. The German language, 
as the English, has real imperative forms only in the second 
person. (The polite form — 3d plural — is second person 
in meaning.) The English quasi-imperative of the first and 
third person expressed by let with the infinitive may in 
German be expressed in two ways: (a) like the English, 
with laffcn: Safe (lagt) un^ ficl^cn, Let us go. Sag il^n fommcn. 
Let him come, (b) By the present subjunctive: ®c{)cn tDtr, 
Let us go. @r fommc, Let him come. SO?an l^5rc auf mid^, Let 
them listen to me. ©cftci^c id^'^ nur, Let me confess. 

Note. — The order in the first person is inverted to distinguish 
these forms from the corresponding indicative forms, in the third 
singular it may be either normal or inverted, in the third plural the 
imperative subjunctive is avoided. 

160. The Conditional Subjunctive, i. In German, as in 
English, a condition looked upon as real is expressed by the 
indicative: SBcnn c^ rcgnct, flct)cn Xoix nad^ bcr ©tabt, // it 
rains, we are going to town. SBcnn bic ©onnc fd^cint, fpiclcn 
bic Sinbcr tm %xt\tn, If the sun shines, the children play out- 
doors. 

2. If the condition is considered unreal (possible or con- 
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trary to fact), the preterit subjunctive is used, just as in 
English : 

(a) possible condition: SBcnn cr Wmc, fitngc id& nad^ 

§aufc, // he would comcy I should go home, 

(b) Contrary to fact condition: SBcnn cr f)tcr to'dn, 

fo blicbc ii) m(i)t, If he were here (but he is not), 
/ should not stay. 

3. An unreal condition in past time is expressed by the 
past perfect subjunctive: SBcnn c^ fait QCtDcfcn toUxt, l^ttttc id^ 
mcincn 9todE angcjogcn, // it had been cold, I should have put 
on my coat, SBarcn bic ©driller flci^ig gctDcfcn, fo iDftrcn ftc 
ficlobt tDorbcn, // the pupils had been diligent, they would have 
been praised. 

Note that only the preterit and the past perfect subjunctive 
may be used in these conditional sentences. The present 
and perfect are never used in conditional sentences. 

161. A conditional sentence always consists of two 
clauses, the condition (if-clause) and the conclusion (result 
clause). The condition is often merely implied, but can 
readily be supplied from the conclusion or the context. 

162. Tense Scheme for Unreal Conditions. Unreal con- 
ditions are either in the present (future) or in past time. 

If-Clause Result Clause 

Present time Preterit Subjunctive | ^'^^^^ £SonIl' 

Past time Past Perfect Subjunctive | pertc^Co^^^^^^^ 

163. As in English so in German the conjunction if 

(iDcnn) of a conditional clause is often omitted. When this 

is the case, the order is inverted : §fittc \6) if)n gcfci^cn (SBcnn 

xi) ibn flcfcl^cn l^dttc), fo fdnntc id^ if)n bcfd^rcibcn, Had I seen 

him {If I had seen him), I could describe him. 

Note. — In English this inversion is limited to hady were^ could y and 
should. 
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I. Note that the order in the if -clause is transposed if the 
conjunction tt)cnn is not omitted. In the result clause the 
order is normal (or inverted) if it comes before, inverted if it 
comes after the if-clause. SBir tt)llrbcn nad^ §aufc 0cf)cn, 
totnn c^ nid^t rcgnctc. SBcnn c^ ntd^t rcgnctc, fo Mrbcn iDir 
nad^ §aufc gci^cn. 

Note. — When the if-clause follows, the conjunction is not omitted. 

164. In the conclusion (result clause) of an unreal con- 
dition (160, I, 2, 3) the preterit subjunctive may always be 
replaced by the present conditional, the past perfect subjunc- 
tive by the perfect conditional: SBcnn id^ nod^ iung to'dxc, fo 
tDilrbc id^ ba^ nid^t tun, // / were still young, I wotUd (should) 
not do that. SBcnn c« ficrcflnct l^ttttc, fo iDiirbc c^ auf bcr ©tragc 
nid^t fo trodtcn fcin, // it had rained, it would not be so dry on 
the street, 

166. The Potential Subjunctive. The preterit subjunc- 
tive (past perfect for past time) is used to denote possi- 
bility, probability, or personal impression. Especially the 
modal auxiliaries fdnncn, mdgcn, bllrfcn, and follcn are fre- 
quently used in this way: 2)a^ fdnntc 3l^ncn gclinflcn, You 
might succeed in that. Sad mdd^tc tDOl^I fcin, That might be so, 
Sd bilrftc fogar niitjlid^ fein, It might even be useful, ©olltc cr 
bad nid^t tun fdnncn? Is it possible that he cannot do that? 
Sd licfec ftd^ nod^ mand^cd bariibcr fagcn, Much might still be said 
about it. SBcr f)ttttc bad gcglaubt! Who would have believed 
that! gftnbc fid^ iDot)! icmanb, bcr bad tun tDilrbc ? Could some 
one possibly be found, who would do that ? 

Note. — The last three sentences given above might be considered 
the result clauses of unreal conditions, the conditions being omitted. 
The conditionals may be substituted for the subjunctives: (Sd tollrbc 
fid^ nod^ mond^cd bartlbcr faftcn laffcn. 

166. The Unreal Subjunctive in Concessive Clauses. 

Concessive clauses have their verb in the subjunctive if the 
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concession is considered as unreal or contrary to fact, other- 
wise the indicative is used: SBcnn cr c^ anci) gcfagt f)at (fact), 
fo filcrubc id) c^ hodi) nid^t, Though he has said U, I do not believe 
it. ®ci (tDftrc) cincr anci) fo ficbulbig toit §iob, bic^ tDirb cr 
nid^t au^f)altcn, Though a man he (were) patient as Joby this he 
will not bear. 

Note that the preterit denotes a greater degree of unreality than the 
present. The subjunctive is used only in the concessive clause. 

157. The Unreal Subjunctive of Comparison. Compari- 
sons involving any degree of unreality are expressed by the 
subjunctive after ate ob, ate tDcnn. The preterit is used for the 
present and the past perfect for the past: (5r licgt mir t)or 
ben gilfeen, ate Mlx*^ cin ©tilcf t)on mir, He lies at my feet as 
though he were a piece of me, ©ic \af) an^, ate ob fie franf 
tDttrc, She looked asHhough she were sick. 3)ic ^inbcr faf)cn 
au«, ate ob fie fcit Xaqtn nid^t« fiegcffcn f)ftttcn, The children 
looked as though they had not eaten anything for days. 

Rarely the present subjunctive is used instead of the 
preterit: S^ f^icn, ate ob fie if)in nid^t trauc (or trautc), // 
seemed as though she did not trust him. (5r faf) uinf)cr, ate 
fud^c (or fud^tc) cr icntanb, He looked about as though he sought 
some one. 

Note. — The ob or tocnn may be omitted, but then the order is 
inverted. 

158. The Subjunctive in Indirect Discourse. In English, 
indirectness of speech (indirect quotations) is usually in- 
dicated by a change of tense; in German, by a change of 
mood: He said (that) he was glad (direct: / am glad), (5r fagtc^ 
cr fei frof). 

I. If the main verb is in the present tense or in the first 
person, the dependent verb may be in the indicative, pro- 
vided the conjunction bafe is not omitted: ®ic fagt, bafe fie 
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(,haO she has seen me. But, <Ste 
. f t,.« feat Sfee says {that) 

ft f £e m i fte^e^'^- .ther tense than the present. 

'"*' 'l?ter rX verb in any other t ^^^ ^^bjuixctive. 

'• . ^nde,^ verb is regularly put ^^^^ the 

^^r " - --f ::::" i":.n -e in the a.e. 
tense oi the main verD, 

. Thus: .. Tense 

Statement. T^^us. 



Time 
Pres. 

Past 



Direct 

{^ bin iuuft 

{^ war iunft 

ie^ bin iunft fien)e\en 

le^ toat iunfi ftetoe^en 

ie^ toetbe lunft ^ein 



Indirect 

; et ^el lunft 
^ettDateiunft 

i et ^el iunfi ftemU^ 
^^etUeiunfiftetDe^en 



Future 

Fut.Perf. i*»«*>* 



Tense 

Present 
Preterit 

Perfect 
pluperfect 

Future 
pres. Cond. 

Perf. 

Cond. 



et u)«»'"^ f^ " - . 
et wetbe luna » j p^^f . 

fnr indirect Discourse. 
Tense Scheme tor iu ^direct: 



Direct, Indicative 

Present 

Preterit 1 

Present Perfect V 
Past Perfect i 

Future 

Future Perfect 

KOTE. 



indirect, SubjuncUve 

r Present 
\ Preterit 

f Present Perfect 
\ past Perfect 

1 PreSt Conditional 
( Future Perfect 
{ perfect Conditional 

— u v.as. two diff 



\ pertecv v^""- 
tr^tiire Perfect y^ Yias two diSerent 

Future r ,_,^dent clauses tte ver ^^^ ^^^^ 

, „ ^ in each of '^"/^.^changeaWy, ^^°^J_^nding inc^catwe. 
^""^These can be used mter _^ ^.^^ the =°«f present p.^ect axv6. 
*°'"''' hS? be used, un «ss ^^^, "«^?' 'p'^eut conditiona\ to 

form shouia ^ ,e{« ^^d the pt ^^ ^^^^^ 

'T*'" P' rfect to P-^^ Tture perfect ar.d perfect 
^^' ^'?me and the future P 
future time, ■* 
perfect time. 
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4. As in English, the conjunction bai (thai) may intro- 
duce the dependent clause. When this is the case, the 
order is transposed, otherwise either normal or inverted: 
(gr fagtc, ba^ bcr 2Wann f)cutc ba fei. (Sr fafltc, bcr 2Wann fci 
l)cutc ba. Sr fagtc, f)cutc fci bcr SDlann ba. 

159. The Subjunctive in Clauses of Purpose. Purpose 
clauses have their verb in the subjunctive, though after a 
main verb in the present the indicative is frequently used: 
Sr bicibt gu §aufc, bamit cr md^t« tjcrfttumt (t)crfauinc), He 
stays at home that he may miss nothing, ^d) t)crUc6 i^n, 
bamit cr tnid^ nid^t ilbcrrcbc, / left him, that he might not persuade 
me. 

160. The Conditional. The conditionals are used as 
alternative forms for the preterit and past perfect subjunc- 
tive in the result clauses of conditional sentences (164) and 
for the future and future perfect subjunctive of indirect 
discourse (168, 2, 3, and note; also note to 166). 

The conditionals are translated by would or should. 

Use of the Tenses 

161. The use of the tenses with the indicative corresponds 
very closely to the English. Notable deviations are the 
following: 

1. The present with fd^on (bcrcit^, crft, lanfic) is used for the 
English perfect to denote the continuation of an action or 
state that started in the past: S^ rcfinct fd^on brci Jafic, // 
has been raining for three days (and it is still raining). 

2. As the present is used for the English present perfect 
so the preterit is used for the English past perfect: Site id^ 
SU bir fam, Xoax mcin S3rubcr fd^on gtDci lagc tot, When I came 
to you, my brother had been dead for two days. 

3. The present perfect tense may be used in German to 
denote a single action or state in past time where English 



THE VERB 



67 



demands the preterit : ©cftem bin id) gu §aufc gctDefcn, Yes- 
terday I was at home. SSorifiC SBod^c \)abtn tDir ^artoffcln ge* 
grabcn, Last week we dug potatoes. The preterit, however, 
would be equally good in these instances. 

Note. — South German dialects have almost completely lost the 
use of the preterit and use the present perfect instead. 

4. The future is used for the present to denote probability: 
S)u tDirft ba^ nid^t glaubcn tDoIIcn, You will probably not be 
willing to believe that. S^ §aufc tDcrbcn fie icfet tDof)! urn ben 
§erb fifeen unb ©efd^id^tcn ergttf)Ien, At home they are probably 
sitting about the hearth now telling stories, 

162. Partial List of Verbs Governing the Dative. 



antmorter 


I answer 


' fiefallen please 


^ manfleln be lacking 


begegnen 


meet 


» fief)ord^en obey 


V nafien approach 


banfen 


thank 


^ fief)5ren belong 


niltjen benefit 


bienen 


serve 


. fiefd^cl)en happen 


^ paffen fit 


brof)en 


threaten 


filaubcn believe 


fd^abcn injure 


fef)Ien 


lack 


y fileid^en resemble 


fd^mcid^eln fiatter 


folgen 


follow 


l^elfcn help 


(t)cr)trauen trust 
jiimen be angry 



163. List of Troublesome Verbs. The following verbs 
should be carefully distinguished, both in form and meaning. 

fitjen fafe gefcffen, sit 
fetjen fetjte gefefet, set 

liegen lag gelcgen, lie^ recline 

Illgen log fielogen, lie^ tell a falsehood 

feflen legte gelegt, lay 

bitten bat gebeten, ask (for something) 
bictcn bot gebotcn, ofer 
beten betete gebctet, pray 
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miffcn tDufetc fiCtDufet, know (facts) 

fcnncn fanntc gefannt, know (be acquainted) 

fonncn fonntc ficfonnt, be abky know (by heart) 

fKcf)cn flof) fiefIof)cn, j^ee 
flicfien flofi ficflogcn, fly 

164. A number of verbs that in English are followed by 
the present participle take the present infinitive in German: 
/ saw him coming, ^ij faf) il^n fommcn. We heard her speaking, 
SBir l)5rten fie rcben. We went walking, SBir fiingcn fpagicrcn. 
He stopped preaching, smoking, drinking, etc., Sr l)5rtc auf gu 
prcbificn, ufh). They remained standing, ®ic blicbcn ftcbcn. 

After fommcn German uses the past participle to denote 
the manner, while English uses the present participle: Sin 
SSfiglein fam gcflofien, A bird came flying. 

Miscellaneous 

166. Site, h)cnn, Xoaxm, when, are used as follows : 

1. Site denotes definite past time: Site c« anfing ju regncn, 
gingcn Xovc xx\& §au^, When it began to rain, we went into the 
house. It may also be used in the historical present. 

2. SBenn is used in the present and future: SBcnn c^ rcgnet, 
gef)cn tDir in^ §au^, Whenever it rains, we go into the house, 
and // it rains, we shall go into the house, SBcnn cr angcfommen 
fcin Xoxxhf When he will have arrived. In the sense of whenever 
it is also used in the past: SBcnn cr bann fo cincn ©d^crg mad^tc, 
fo lad^tcn Xoxx a\lt, Whenever he told a joke of this sort, we all 
laughed. 

3. SBann is only used in questions, both direct and indirect : 
SBann ftanbcn ®ic auf ? When did you get up ? (Sr frafltc mid^, 
tDann x6) aufgcftanbcn fci. 

166. Use of naij and nad^bcm. 9lad^, after (preposition), 
nad^bcm, after (conjunction) : S)u fommft nai) mir, You come 
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after me. Stad^bcm tt)ir ba^ fictan l^attcn, 4/^er we had done 
that. 

167. // is translated by tDcnn, except in the sense of 
whether, when it is rendered by ob: SBcnn bic ©onnc fd^cint, 
tDirb e^ XQWCm, If the sun shines, it will be warm. Qd) tDufetc 
nic^t, ob cr fommcn tDilrbc, / did not know if (whether) he 
would come. 

168. Ways of expressing time. 

(a) With prepositions: Unt 6 Ul&r ant SKotficn, im 

SBinter ; t)or gmci ^al^rcn, two years ago. Note 
that t)or with an expression of time always 
means ago. 

(b) Time may be expressed without prepositions: 

1. Indefinite time is expressed by the genitive: be^ SDlor- 
fien«, cinc« Jage«, cinc« yiad)t^, bc^ ®onntag«. 

2. Definite time and duration are expressed by the accusa- 
tive : letjtc SBod^e, ben ganjen ©ontmer, ben 4. 3uU. 

169. Masculine and neuter nouns denoting weighty measure, 
quantity, number are used in the singular after numerals, 
and the noun following is in apposition: S)rei ^funb S3utter^ 
three pounds of butter; t)ier ^i^fe lan^, four feet long. Of femi- 
nine nouns only bie SDlarf has this peculiarity: 3^i Xa\\tn 
Xtt, two cups of tea ; but filnf SKar!. 

170. The English accusative infinitive construction can 
not be imitated in German. It must be given by a dependent 
clause : We believed him to be a poet, 2Bir glaubten, er fei (tDftrc) 
S)id^ter. / wanted him to write me a recommendation, 3id^ 
n)oKte, ba6 er mir cine Sntpfel)Iune fd^reibc. 
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Prepositions 

171. The following jingles, crude as they are, will help 
the student in memorizing the lists of prepositions and the 
case or cases they govern. 

1. $et btttrc^, fur, oi^tte, um, 
bx^, fmtber, gegett, miber 

fd^rcib ftet^ ben t)tcrtcn gaK (accusative) 
unb nic ben britten (datiye) nieber. 

2. @d^reib mit, n&diift, nth% naii, famt^ 
id, feit, t}on, iu, sumiber, 
entgegen, au^tt, au^ 

ftet« mit bent 3)atit) nieber (gegenitlier also belongs here). 

3. ?tti, auf, l^ititer, ticicti, t}ox, 
iibtt, unttt, smifc^en, in 

ftef)n mit bem SlffufatiD, 
menn man fragen mug: SBol^in? 
gragt man aber: 9Bo? fo f)at 
allemal ber S)atit) ftatt. 

4. Unmeit, mxtttl^, {raft, i^atb, mai^tenb, 
taut; tiermdge, ungead^tet; 
obtttialb unb unteri^atb, 

inneri^atli unb au^tttiali, 
bici§fett(i§), ienfeit(i§), l^alber, tocgen, 
ftatt, aud^ Ifingig, iufotge, tro^ 
ftefien mit bem ©enitiD 
ober auf bie grage: SBcffen? 
Dod^ ift l&ier nid^t gu t)ergeffen, 
bafe bei biefen letjten brei 

aud^ ber !Datit) rid^tig fei. (cntlang, urn . . . toiffcn, ftalben 

also belong here). 
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Conjunctions 

172. Coordinating conjunctions: 

unb, and 

obcr, or 

bcnn, for 

abtv, but (most common and weakest in force) 

fonbcm, bui (used only after certain negative clauses) 

allein, butj however (not used fa colloquial speech) 

These conjunctions connect clauses of equal rank, and do 
not affect the word order, ©onbcm is the only one present- 
ing any difficulty. It is used only when the speaker has 
denied an assertion, and then states the truth or his view: 
SBir fiingcn nid^t nadi) Sljicago, fonbcm toir mad^tcn eincn Slu^flug 
nad^ (St)anfton, We did not go to ChicagOj but we made an 
excursion to Evanston. 9lid^t einc Elation ift fd^ulb an bcm 
S^ricg, fonbcm alle, Not one nation is to blame for the war, 
but all. 

173. Subordinating conjunctions: 

al^, when (referring to a single act or event in past time, 

See 166) 
tDcnn, when, whenever, if. See 166, 167. 
tDann, when (indirect questions. See 166) 
ate ob, ate totnn, as if, as though (with subjunctive, See 167) 
ba6/ that 
tDcil, because 
ba, since (cause) 
bi^, until 
bet)or, before 
cf)C, before 

nad^bem, after. See 166. 
fcit, or feitbcm, since (time) 
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tDftl^rcnb, while (in mere statements of time, duration) 

inbcnt, while (denotes time by referring it to an action or 

event [attendant circumstance]) 
ob, whether, if 

obglctd^, obfd^on, obmol)!, though,, although 
bamit, in order that 
Xoxt, how, as 

This list is not complete. Remember that all subordinating 
conjunctions require transposed word order. Note the fol- 
lowing distinction in the use of tDftljrcnb and inbcm: 2Sttf)rcnb 
mir nad^ §aufc gingcn, crsftl)Ite er mir bicfc ©cfd^id^tc, While 
we were going home, he told me this story. The time during 
which this happened is indicated. 3nbcm cr mxi) gomig anfaf), 
fagtc cr, ba^ ift nid^t toafir, While {as) he looked (or, looking) 
at me in anger, he said, that is not true. Not duration of time, 
but attendant circumstance is denoted. 



WORD ORDER 

174. To simplify the study of word order we shall divide 
the sentence into three elements: the subject (S) including 
its modifiers, the inflected verb (V), and verbal adjuncts 
(vA) including objects, predicate noun, predicate adjective, 
adverbs, past participle, infinitive, and separable prefix. 

176. There are three general types of word order, which 
can be denoted by the following formulas: 

1. Normal = S V vA. 3)iefer ©atj ift nid^t long, This sen- 
tence is not long, 

2. Inverted = (vA) V S (vA). ®cftcrn f)5rte id^ ctma^ 9lcuc«, 
Yesterday I heard something new. 

3. Transposed = S vA V. Sr fagtc, bag cr glcid^ fommc, 
He said that he was coming at once. 
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176. The transposed (also called the dependent) word 
order is used only in dependent clauses, and nearly all de- 
pendent clauses have this order. For exceptions see 178 
and 179. 

177. Independent clauses have either normal or inverted 
order. 

1. The order of an independent clause is inverted when 
it is introduced by any element (word, phrase, or dependent 
clause) other than the subject: 

9D?orfien toirb er fommen, He will come to-morrow, 

2ln bicfcr ©tcHc ftanb ba^ altc ®d^ulf)au«, On this spot stood 

the old schoolhouse, 
Site mir an ben S3a{)nf)of famen, n)ar bcr 3^9 Won fort, When 

we arrived at the station, the train was already gone. 

2. Inverted order is also used in imperative sentences 
and in direct questions, unless the latter are introduced by 
an interrogative word which is the subject or a modifier 
of the subject: 

^d)mtn ©ic fid^ in ad^t! Be on your guard, 
^abtn ®ic fid^ crfftltct ? Did you take cold ? 
SBcn f)aft bu gcfcl^n? Whom did you see ? 
But: 
SBcr ift f)ier ficn)cfcn ? Who was here ? 
aScId^e« S3ud^ Hcgt auf bcm Zi\i) ? Which book lies on the table ? 

Other independent clauses have normal order. 

Caution 1. Only one element can precede the verb. 
You may say : ©eftern fa^ id^ jcncn Tlann, or ^cnen SKann fa^ 
i^ gcftcm, but not ©cftcm jcncn 9D?ann fat) idf). 

Caution 2. In normal order do not, as in English, insert 
an adverb between subject and verb : We often walk home, 
SBir gcf)cn oft nad^ §aufc. 
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178. The dependent clauses of indirect discourse have 
normal or inverted order whenever bafe is omitted : 

Sr fd^rieb mir, cr n)crbe morgcn fommcn, He wrote me {that) 
he would come to-morrow, or (Sr fd^ricb mir, ttiorgcn toerbc er 
fommcn. 

179. Conditional clauses have inverted order, as in Eng- 
lish, whenever the conjunction tDcnn {if) is omitted: SBfircft 
bu f)icr gcn)cfen, fo tDttrc mcin S3rubcr nid^t gcftorben, // you 
had been here {had you been here), my brother would not have 
died. 

180. Infinitives, past participles, and separable prefixes 
come last in the' clause, except in dependent clauses, where 
they immediately precede the verb: 

SBir toerbcn morgen nad^ §aufc fommcn, We shall come home 
to-morrow. 

Sr l)at c^ nid^t gem gctan, He did not like to do it. 

®ic ftanben um filnf Ul^r auf, They got up at five o^ clock. 

211^ bic ©otitic ctiblid^ aufgegangctt xoox, mad^tcn xm un^ auf 
ben SBcfi, When the sun had at last risen, we set out on our way. 

181. Predicate nouns and predicate adjectives come last 
in an independent clause, except when an infinitive or a 
past participle is in the clause: 

J)ic 9Iofc ift rot, The rose is red. 

Sr ift ©olbat, He is a soldier. 

S6 ift l&eutc tiid^t fait gctDcfeti, // was not cold to-day. 

3)a^ SBettcr \mh fd^5n n)crbcti, The weather will be fair. 

182. Order of Objects, i. Of two objects, the indirect 
precedes, unless the direct is a personal or a reflexive pro- 
noun : S)cr ©driller gab feincm ?cl^rcr fcitie 2lntn)ort, The pupil 
did not give his teacher an answer, Sr gab mir cin 9D?cffcr, He 
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gave me a knife. Sr gab c^ mir, but also, (Sr gab nttr'^» ®ic 
ftcHtc fid^ mir t)or, She introduced herself to me. 

183. Order of Adverbs, i. A short adverb of time may 
precede a noun object; other adverbs follow: 

SBir fallen gcftcm einen grcmbcn auf ber ©trafec, We saw a 
stranger on the street yesterday. 

2. Adverbs of time almost always precede other adverbs, 
and adverbs of place usually come second: SDlcin S3niber 
reiftc geftcm morgen nad^ Sbicago, My brother went to Chicago 
yesterday morning. Note that in English the order is reversed. 

3. General scheme: Time, place, manner, cause, purpose: 
SBir famen gcftcm t)on 9lcu^orf mit unfcm SItcm, urn bent 
gcftc bcigutDOl^ncn, We came from New York yesterday with our 
parents to attend the festival. 

4. A single adverb modifying another adverb or adjective 
must stand before it: 

S)er §unb lief nid^t fel^r fd^neK. ®ie ift rcd^t l^ilbfd^. 

184. The negatives nid^t, nie, nicmate usually follow the 
object but precede a predicate noun, a predicate adjective, 
an infinitive, a past participle, a separable prefix, and a 
transposed verb. If they negate any particular word rather 
than the predicate or the proposition in general, they come 
immediately before it: 

3d^ f)drte feinc 2lnth)ort nid^t, / did not hear his answer. 
3)iefe 33Iume ift nid^t rot, This flower is not red. 
3d& fonntc il)n nid^t fcl^cn, / could not see him. But: 3d^ 
fonnte it)n nid^t bcutlid^ fcl^cn, / could not see him distinctly. 
Sr fiattc ba^ nid^t gctan, He had not done that. 
Sr toar geftem nid^t gu ^aufc, He was not at home yesterday. 
S^ gefd^at) nid^t f)ier, // did not happen here. 
!j)a^ fommt nid^t t)on obcn, That does not come from above. 
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Q(i) gci&c nic tt)icbcr in fcin $au^, / will never enter his house 

again. 
9lid^t cr fonbcm ®ic tDarcn c«, // was not he but you, 
!J)a^ fommt nid^t fcl^r t)ftufig Dor in bicfer ©tabt, That does 

not happen very often in this city, 

186. The "double infinitive" (140) always comes at the 
end of the sentence, even in transposed order: ®ic f)fittcn 
ba^ nid^t tun follcn, You should not have done that, S)a xij c^ 
nid^t l^abc Dcrraten mollcn, fagtc id^ gar nid^td, As I did not wish 
to give it away {betray it), I said nothing at all, 

186. The modifiers or the object of an infinitive with gu 
always precede it: S^ ift nid^t leid^t, biefcn S3crfi gu bcftcificn, 
// is not easy to ascend this mountain, S^ ficlang mir, mcincn 
SSatcr gu bcrcben, mit mir gcmcinfd^aftlid^ cin SScrgeid^ni^ liber 
bic bort lagcmben SBarcn aufguncf)mcn, / succeeded in persuading 
my father to make with me an inventory of the merchandise 
stored there, 

187. The modifiers or object of a participle precede it; 
in English they 'follow: S)cr t)om SBcftcn fommcnbc SBinb mar 
fel^r fait, The wind coming from the west was very cold, 3d^ 
la^ focben eincn t)or 3af)rcn t)on if)m crljaltcncn 33ricf, / have 
just been reading a letter received from him years ago. 

Cautions and Suggestions for Translation 

The day when foreign language courses consisted almost 
exclusively of grammar and translation is happily past. Yet 
translation will always hold an important place in foreign 
language study and teaching. We therefore venture to as- 
semble here a few cautions and suggestions that may help 
the student to avoid some of the numerous pitfalls that lie 
in his way. 

188. Guard against merely translating words. In Ger- 
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man, as in all other languages, most words have more than 
one meaning; it therefore requires much care to render each 
expression by one that will convey the idea intended by 
the author. The context usually makes this clear. 

189. German word order differs materially from the 
English; hence the student should be on his guard against 
retaining the German order where English demands a 
different order. The following are the most important 
differences. 

1. Transposition of the verb and inversion are extremely 
common in German, while in English they are relatively rare.* 
Note the position of the verbs in the following sentence: 
Site mcin 33rubcr gcftcm morgcn anfam, tDor id) fd^on nad) §aufe 
ficgangcn, When my brother arrived yesterday morning, I had 
already gone home. 

2. In German the past participle and the infinitive usually 
have either the last or next to the last place in the clause, 
in English they do not: Qi) fonntc ba6 altc ^au^ nid^t ntcl^r 
fel^cn, / could no longer see the old house, 2Bir flatten unfcrc 
langen Slufgabcn grilnblid^ ftubicrt, We had thoroughly studied 
our long lessons. 

3. In German, infinitives and participles follow their 
objects and modifiers, in English they precede them: 
Sincn Slpfcl in bcr §anb f)altcnb, ftanb cr ba unb martctc auf 
ntid^. S« fid if)m nid^t cinmal ein, ben langcn SBeg nad^ §aufc 
ofine S3egleiter guriidfplegen, It did not even occur to him to travel 
the long way home without a companion, !Die t)om 30. @rabe 
bi« gu ben ^olen n)ef)cnben unteren SBinbe, The lower winds, 
blowing from the thirtieth parallel to the poles. This, the so- 
called participial construction, is very common in German 
and may be rendered either by a participial phrase or a rela- 
tive clause, both of which must follow the noun. The usual 
order of translation is: (i) the article or limiting adjective. 



78 ELEMENTS OF GERMAN GRAMMAR 

(2) the noun, (3) the participle, (4) modifiers or object 
of the participle. 

4. Inversion in if-clauses, which in English is limited to 
the forms hadj were, cotdd, and should {had he been here, 
were that true) is extremely frequent in German and may 
occur in the case of any verb and any form of it. If, there- 
fore, the student encounters a statement beginning with 
the finite verb, it is safe to render it as an if-clause, unless 
it is a question or command, or is immediately preceded by 
a dependent clause: SrtDftrmt man i kg SBaffcr, if i kg. of 
water is heated; SBirb alfo SBaffcr t)on 4*" C (4 ©tab (Sclfiu^) bi« 
auf 0° C abgefiil^It, if therefore water at 4^ C, is cooled to o^ C 

190. A German comparative in form is not always com- 
parative in meaning: Sine ftltcre 3)amc fafe in bent SBagen, An 
elderly lady sat in the carriage, 

191. Since' reflexive verbs are used far less in English 
than in German, care must be taken not to translate a 
German reflexive by a reflexive where the English verb 
cannot be used. Thus : 3<^ f^^ue mid^ is not / rejoice myself y 
but / am glad, 

192. Difficult Words. One of the most diflScult tasks 
confronting the student of German, or, for that matter, of 
any foreign language, is the mastery of certain particles, 
adverbs, connectives, etc., which occur very frequently and 
may have a large number of different meanings or shades of 
meaning. The student should be particularly careful to 
master each new word of this type and each new meaning of 
such a word the first time he encounters it. It might be well 
to make a list of such words with their various meanings, 
adding new words and illustrative examples to it from day 
to day. The list given here contains only a small number; 
it is intended to suggest to the student a method of solving 
the difficulties rather than to solve them for him. 
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193. ^a is used : 

1. As an adverb of place and time, therCj here, then: 2Ba^ 
l^aft bu ia, aWaric? What have you there, Marie? S)a bin id), 
Here I am, S)a fid mir aui) mcin Iraum tin, Then my dream 
occurred to me, too. In each case the context will reveal 
which is the proper meaning. 

2. Sometimes it is best rendered by when: S)ic 33rtlbcr 
h)arcn cbcn fort, ia famcn bic SItcm, The brothers had just gone 
when their parents came, 

3. As causal conjunction, since, as: !Da \i) nid^t anttoortctc, 
fragtc cr toicbcr, Since {as) I did not answer, he asked again. 

4. As temporal conjunction, as, when: 2lbcr nicmate gut)or, 
ba nod^ mcin 2?atcr unfc^Ibar t)or mir ftanb, f^abc xi) fold^c ^iXxU 
lid^fcit fiir i^n ficfiil^It, mic in jcncr ©tunbc, ia cr mir jcnc Xai 
t)crtrautc; But never before, when my father still stood before 
me infallible, did I feel such tenderness for him as in the hour 
when he confided that deed to me. 

As conjunction, either causal or temporal, it has trans- 
posed order and can thus be readily recognized. 

5. Colloquially it is used very frequently with various 
shades of meaning that can not well be classified and often 
defy translation or should not be translated: 3)ic flatten 
SKftnncr! !I)a ^ilft fcin S3ittcn, The hard{-hearted) menl Plead- 
ing is of no avail with them, S)a foHtc man bod^ ia^ gangc 

, ScfticngcuQ t)or ben ^opf fd^icfecn, tocnn'^ gu tocitcr nid^t^ ia 
Xoccct, cA^, etc.. In that case, one really ought to shoot the beasts, 
one and all, if they exist for no other purpose than, etc. 

194. 9lutt may be used : 

1. As an adverb of time, now: SIbxn famen bie anbcm aud^, 
Now the others came also, 9iun fam cr an bic JRcil^c, Now his 
turn came. 

2. As a so-called sentence adverb, well: 9lun, toic gcl^t c^ 
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3bmn 3Jot(r? Well, how is your Jather? In this latter 
meaning, it is always set oS by a comma and can therefore 
be readily recognized, 

196. Sler (We, bn^). The beginner frequently finds it 
difBcult to tell whether a given form of htx is an article, a 
relative pronoun, or a demonstrative pronoun. 

1. As an article b*r (bie, baS) is used with a noun, though 
it may be far removed from it by adjective modifiers: !l)o8 
Xiox furjer ^<\t iwu angeftrti^eiie ^aai tourbe berfciuft. The house 
which was newly painted a short time ago was sold. 

2. When it introduces a clause that has transf>osed word 
order, it is a relative pronoun: I)afl $au8, boS Dor fwrjer 
3cit neu angeftriiien iturbe, ift wrfauft toorben. 

3. When it introduces a clause having normal or inverted 
word order, it is a demonstrative pronoun (unless it is the 
article) : J'ie Sift la6' ii^ bit ba, bie l)Qlt fe(t, / shall leave the 
ax here for you, hang on to it. As in this case, the demonstra- 
tive pronoun bet is frequently best translated by a personal 
pronoun. 

196. SyUabicatioo 

1. Words are divided into syllables according to the 
division that takes place in pronouncing them slowly. 

2. In simple words a single consonant between two vowels 
goes with the syllable that follows; ge^ben, Ie=|en. Note that 
cti, fc&, 6, ft, pt), ttt are regarded as one sound: ©ti=cE)er, grower, 
Soften. 

3. Of several consonants and double consonants only the 

ied over: ^un^gc, ©Wb=te, cJ^fEtt, Snof=(K, 
impsfen. d is resolved into !=f, ^aUtc. 

gn words ihe combinations of b, p, b, t, g, t, wilh I 
Tg to the following syllable: ^U'blifum, Tit'tcum, 
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4. Compound words are divided according to their com- 
ponents: ^an^^bad), barman, bor^au^, barium, bc*ob*ad^tcn, 
\)olUtnbtn, 2)icn^'tftfi, Sntcr-cffe. 

197. Capitals 

1. All nouns begin with a capital letter: ba^ §au^, bit 
gcbcr. 

2. All words used as nouns (adjectives, participles, 
infinitives, etc.) begin with a capital letter: btx %xrm, bcr 
©clcl^rtc, ba^ ©ingcn, tttoa^ 9tcuc«. 

Note. — Be careful to distinguish between adjectives used as nouns 
and adjectives with noun omitted. Thus: (Sin ^Reic^cr begcgncte eincm 
Slrmcn auf bcr ©trafec, A rich man met a poor man on the street. But, 
3ft>cl SD^ttnncr bcgegnctcn fic6 auf her ©trafec, cm rcid^cr unb cin arntcr. 

3. The pronoun ®ic, you, and its possessive 3f)r, your, 
and in letters all pronouns and possessive adjectives referring 
to the one addressed, are capitalized. The pronoun \i) is 
not capitalized. 

4. Proper adjectives are capitalized only when they are 
part of a proper name: ba^ J)cutfd^c 9tcid^, but ba^ bcutfd^c 
S3otf, bic cnglifc^c ^rcffc. 

198. Punctuation 

The most important differences between English and 
German punctuation are the following: 

1. In German all subordinate clauses are set off by 
commas. 

2. In a series where the last two members are connected 
by a conjunction the comma is not used before the conjunc- 
tion : gcbcr, lintc unb papier finb ba. 

3. A single word used parenthetically is not set off by 
commas : SD?cin Srubcr jcbod^ Xoax nid^t gcf ommcn, My brother, 
however, had not come. 
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QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR EXERCISES 

Articles and Nouns 

I. How does German differ from English in the use of 
the definite article? the indefinite article? 2. When may 
the definite article in German take the place of the pos- 
sessive adjective? Give examples illustrating fully your 
answers to questions i and 2. (Do not confine your illustra- 
tions to those given in the grammar.) 

3. What genders does German have? 4. Give rules for 
the determination of gender. 5. With the help of these 
rules determine the gender of the following nouns : grill^IinQ, 
E^riftcntum, 2lrbcitcr, Slumc, ^ungc, §5^c, Sranff)cit, ©tilbd^cn, 
JRinglcin, SSIilmd^cn, Jcppid^, ©ttngcrin, (Sinigfcit, El^cmic, 
Elation, yiatnx, ®oIb, 5Worbcn, Unitjcrfitftt, grcunbfd^aft, flbung, 
Siicfcrci, Softon, ©tubium, ©cbaubc, ^onig, 9Kat^cmatif, 9D?ai, 

6. Name the different noun declensions, and give the 
characteristics of each. 7. What nouns do not change in 
the singular? 8. Which case has the same ending in all 
declensions? 9. Name and distinguish the different classes 
of the strong declension. 10. Do nouns of class I of the strong 
declension ever take -e^ in the genitive singular? 11. W^hat 
nouns of classes II and III of the strong declension take 
-c^ in the genitive singular? 12. What nouns belong to the 
first class of the strong declension? 13. Give the member- 
ship of the weak declension. Which weak nouns take -n 
and which -en ? 14. What nouns take umlaut in the plural ? 
15. In which class are there no neuter nouns? in which no 
feminines ? 16. What peculiarity in spelling should be noted 
in the inflection of nouns in -ni^, -in, -6 ? Write the princi- 
pal parts of ©cfttngni^, 2lrbcitcrin, bcr gufe, bcr glufe. 17. 




QUESTIONS 83 

What inflectional ending do proper names take? 18. When 
is the definite article used with proper names ? 19. How does 
the use of the definite article affect the inflection of proper 
names? 20. Write out the principal parts of all nouns in 
your reading lesson, and state to which declension and 
class each belongs. Thus: bit ^offnung, bet ^offnung, bic 
§offnun0cn, wk. 

Adjectives 

I. What is an adjective? 2. What is meant by the term 
modify? 3. What two kinds of adjectives are there? De- 
fine them. 4. When are adjectives inflected and when not? 

5. How are they inflected? When weak? When strong? 

6. Do the terms weak and strong mean the same when ap- 
plied to adjectives as when applied to nouns? 7. What is 
a distinctive ending? 8. What words have distinctive end- 
ings? 9. Where do the indefinite article cin and words 
declined like it (citt=words) have no distinctive ending? 
10. Which are the cin*words? 11. How are adjectives in a 
series (two or more adjectives modifying one noun) inflected? 
12. How are adjectives and participles inflected when used 
as nouns? 13. When are adjectives derived from proper 
names capitalized ? When not? 14. What peculiarity have . 
adjectives ending in -cr formed from names of places? 15. 
What peculiarity must be noted in the declension of ad- 
jectives ending in -c, -tl, -en, -tx? 16. Pick out all the 
descriptive adjectives in your reading lesson and answer the 
following questions with regard to each. Inflected or not ? 
Why or why not ? If inflected, how and why ? 

17. What is meant by comparison of adjectives? 18. 
How are adjectives compared in English? 19. What de- 
termines the manner of comparison in English? 20. Does 
the length of an adjective in German have any influence 
on the manner of comparison? 21. How is the comparative 
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generally formed? The superlative? 22, What exceptions 
are there to this rule? Explain them. 23. When are ad- 
jectives compared by means of adverbs? What adverbs are 
used for this purpose? 24. Distinguish between the relative 
superlative and the adverbial superlative as to form. When 
is each used? 25. Can all adjectives be compared? Give 
reason for your answer. 26. What is descending compari- 
son? How is it indicated? How are the comparative and 
the superlative forms of the adjective inflected? 
27. How are adverbs compared? 

Numerals 
I. Which of the numerals may be inflected, and how? 
2. How are ordinals formed? Illustrate and give excep- 
tions. 3. How are the ordinal adverbs erftettS, jlwitend, etc. 
formed? 4. How are fractions formed? j. In what ways 
may a date be given in German ? 

Pronouns and Pronominal Adjectives 
I. Name and define the various kinds of pronouns. 2. 
Decline the personal pronouns. 3. Explain and illustrate 
fully the use of bu, tl)r, ©ie as pronouns of address. 4. What 
is meant by adverbial compounds? 5. Explain and illus- 
trate by at least five sentences the use of adverbial com- 
pounds instead of personal pronouns, 6. Explain and 
illustrate the absolute use of e«, bicS, bQ«, toeXdjeS. 

e possessives declined when used as pronouns? 
1? 8, When are possessive pronouns, used in 
, inflected? When not? 

he relative pronouns. 10. How are they used? 
they declined? 12. May the relative ever be 
erman as it is in English? 13. What determines 
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the gender and number of a relative? 14. What determines 
its case? 15. Explain and illustrate the use of adver ial 
compounds instead of relative pronouns. 16. What are 
the compound relatives? 17. How are they declined? 18. 
Explain and illustrate the use of each. 19. What kind of 
antecedent does a compound relative never have? 20. When 
must the antecedent of toex be expressed ? 

21. Name the interrogative pronouns. 22. Which of 
these may also be used as adjectives? 23. Explain and 
illustrate the use of each of the interrogatives. 24. Explain 
and illustrate the use of adverbial compounds instead of 
the interrogatives. 

25. Name the demonstratives and give the meaning of 
each. 26. How does the demonstrative pronoun bcr differ 
in declension from the demonstrative adjective bcr? from 
the article bcr? from the relative bcr? 27. How is bcrfclbc 
declined ? 

28. What forms are used for the missing genitive, dative, 
and accusative of man? 29. What inflectional changes do 
icmanb, nicmanb, and jcbcrmann have? 30. How are ctttHid 
and nic^td inflected? 31. How are they used? 

Verbs 

I. WTiat is a verb? a transitive verb? an intransitive 
verb? a weak verb? a strong verb? an irregular weak verb? 
an auxiliary verb? 2. WTiat are the modifications of the 
verb? Define each. 3. How is the stem of a verb found? 
4. WTiat are the principal parts of a verb? S- WTiat is a 
simple tense? a compound tense? 6. WTiat auxiliaries have 
we in German? 7. WTiich verbs take fern? WTiat excep- 
Uons are there to this rule ? 8. What is the auxiliary of 
the future? 9. How are infinitives inflected when used as 
nouns ? Of what gender are they ? 10. How is the passive 
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infinitive formed? the perfect infinitive? ii. How is the 
present participle formed? the perfect participle? 12. Is 
the meaning of the gerundive (the present participle with 
gu) active or passive? 13. How are participles declined 
when used as adjectives or nouns? 14. Which verbs do 
not take gc- in the past participle? Why? 15. In the 
case of separable verbs, what is the position of the gc- in the 
past participle and of gu in the infinitive ? 

16. How many and what moods have we in German? 
17. How many and what tenses? 18. Does each mood 
have all the tenses? 19. Give the formula or rule for the 
formation of each of the compound tenses in all the moods. 
20. Do the tenses of the various moods correspond in 
meaning? 

21. Which of the two forms of the preterit of tocrben is 
generally used? Where is the other used? 22. How is 
the preterit of a weak verb formed? 23. Where are the 
indicative and the subjunctive of weak verbs alike? 24. 
What principle governs the use of the subjunctive forms 
which are like the indicative forms? 25. What irregularity 
is there in the conjugation of the verbs ending in -tin, -em ? 
Illustrate fully. 26. What weak verbs require the connect- 
ing vowel c ? Where ? Illustrate. 

27. How many and what forms does the imperative mood 
have? 28. When are the familiar forms used? the polite? 
29. When may the subject be expressed in the familiar 
forms? Where is it always expressed? 30. Why is the 
subject of the polite form always capitalized? 

31. What peculiarity do some strong verbs have in the 
present tense? In which forms? 32. Which verbs have this 
peculiarity? 33. Which of these also have this change in 
the imperative? In which form? 34. What other irregu- 
larity do these imperative forms have? 35. When is the 
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connecting vowel used in strong verbs? Where do strong 
verbs differ in this respect from weak verbs? 36. How is 
the preterit subjunctive of strong verbs formed? 

37. Which are the inseparable verbal prefixes? 38. Do 
inseparable verbs differ in any way from the simple verbs 
with respect to their conjugation? If so, where and how? 
39. Does a compound verb always have the same auxiliary 
as the simple verb? 40. In what tenses are separable verbs 
separated? 41. When are they not separated in these 
tenses? 42. Where does the prefix come when separated? 

43. Where does the chief accent fall in separable verbs? 

44. What is the position of gc- in the past participle and of 
gu in the infinitive? 45. Do these verbs offer any special 
difficulties in their conjugation ? 46. Which prefixes are at 
times separable, at others not? What rule governs the 
matter ? 

47. What is a reflexive verb? 48. Do they differ from 
other verbs in conjugation? 49. What is the reflexive pro- 
noun of the third person? of the first singular? first plural? 
second singular? second plural? 50. What auxiliary do all 
reflexives take? 

51. Distinguish between active and passive voice. 52. 
Which verbs may have a passive? 53. Distinguish between 
the real and the apparent passive, (a) as to formation; (b) 
as to meaning and use. Illustrate fully. 54. What change 
does the past participle of iDctbcn undergo when used as an 
auxiliary of the passive? 55. How is the agent with the 
passive expressed in English ? in German ? 56. What in- 
transitive verbs may have a passive? What is the subject 
of such a passive ? When is this not expressed? 57. What 
substitutes are there for the passive ? 58. After which verbs 
does the active infinitive often have passive force ? 

59. WTiat does the term modal auxiliary mean? 60, 



88 ELEMENTS OF GERMAN GRAMMAR 

What peculiarity of conjugation have these verbs in the 
present indicative? 6i. What other verb has this? 62. 
Which of the modals has imperative forms? 63. What 
peculiarity of conjugation have these verbs in their perfect 
tenses when used with a dependent infinitive? 64. What 
position does the " double infinitive " take in the sentence? 

65. What other verbs, given a dependent infinitive without 
gu, may have the same construction in their perfect tenses ? 

66. Can follen and toolUn be at all used as auxiliaries of the 
future ? 

67. What is an impersonal verb ? 68. What difference of 
construction is there between @^ fricrt mld& and / am freezing ? 
69. When should there is (are) be translated by c^ gibt and 
when by c« ift (ftnb) ? 

70. When is the indicative mood used? 71. What sub- 
stitutes are there for the imperative? Illustrate. 72. When 
is the subjunctive used? 73. What tenses of the subjunctive 
may be used to express a wish? When is the preterit used? 
when the pluperfect? 74. Where is the imperative sub- 
junctive used? 75. What English construction is its equiva- 
lent? 76. What other way is there in German to express 
such a command? 77. What is the word order in a clause 
having an imperative subjunctive? 78. In what kind of 
conditional sentences is the indicative used? 79. In what 
kind the subjunctive? 80. What tenses of the subjunctive 
may be used in unreal conditions? 81. When is the preterit 
used? the pluperfect? 82. What alternative forms have 
we for these? Explain and illustrate their use. 83. What is 
the word order in the result clause? In the if-clause? 84. 
When does the dependent clause in these sentences not have 
transposed word order? 85. What idea is usually expressed 
by the potential subjunctive? 86. With what verbs is it most 
common? 87. Explain the use of the subjunctive in com- 



QUESTIONS 89 

parisons^ 88. How are such clauses introduced? 89. What 
is meant by indirect discourse? 90. How is indirectness of 
speech indicated in English? in German? 91. When may 
the indicative be used in indirect discourse? 92. What 
determines the tense of the dependent verb? 93. What is 
the order of the dependent clause? 94. Illustrate and ex- 
plain how the tenses of the direct and indirect statements 
correspond. 95. Which of the two possible forms of an 
indirect statement is to be used ordinarily? 96. In what 
mood do purpose clauses require their verb? 

97. When is the present tense used? When the preterit? 
98. What tense largely takes the place of the future in col- 
loquial English and German? 99. What is the historical 
present? its purpose? 100. When is the present used for 
the English perfect? the preterit for the English past per- 
fect? loi. When is the future used for the present? 

Exercises. — i. Using the model below, give the construc- 
tion of all the verbs in your reading lesson: Sr )DCXlki iti^t 
ba^ 3inimcr. Scrlicfe, 3d sing. pret. ind. act. of t)crlaffcn, cr 
t)crltt6t, cr bcrlicfe, cr l)at t)crlaffcn. 2. Write a s)mopsis in the 
indicative and subjunctive active of 3)u fannft ba^ Sud^ Icfcn. 

3. Pick out the transitive verbs of your reading lesson and 
change the clauses in which they are used into the passive. 

4. Select from your reading lesson some portion of a dialog 
in direct discourse and change it to indirect discourse. 
Direct : ff^fi) tncinc, n)a« mar c^ cigcntlid^, ba^ ba^ Ungltid iibcr 
bcinc gamilic brad^tc?'' Indirect: S)cr 3ungc fagtc p fcincr 
grcunbin, cr tncinc, toa^ c^ cigcntlid^ gcmcfcn fci, ba« ba« Unglild 
iibcr ibrc gamilic gcbrad^t b^bc. 5. Reverse the process under 
4 with a different passage. 
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Word Order 

I. Name and define the different types of word order. 
Give examples of each. 2. When is the inverted order used? 
Illustrate fully. 3. When is the transposed or dependent 
order used? 4. What kind of dependent clauses have in- 
verted order? normal order? Give examples of each. 5. 
What order may an interrogative sentence have? 6. What 
is the position of the verb in an indirect question? 7. What 
is the order of an imperative sentence? 8. What is the order 
of adverbs? 9. What is the position of a predicate noun? 
a predicate adjective? the direct object? the indirect object? 
(both or either as noun or pronoun). 10. What is the posi- 
tion of infinitives, past participles, and separable prefixes? 
II. What is the position of the finite verb in a dependent 
clause with a double infinitive? 12. What is the position 
of the negatives? 13. How does the position of the modifiers 
and objects of participles and infinitives differ in German 
from their order in English? Illustrate all your answers. 

14. Define and account for the position of each verb in 
your reading lesson. 15. What is the position of the 
finite verb in clauses introduced by the following words: 
bai, bcnn, tocil, unb, ba (since) y ba {there or then), aU, toann 
(two possibilities), totnn, bamit (conjunction), abet, bcr (rela- 
tive), ob, ei)e, nacj^bcm ? 16. Use the above words in sentences. 
17. In the following sentences correct the errors and state 
the rule violated in each case. Oft tDir Qingcn nai) §aufc. 
Si) faum mufetc, tt)a« gu tun. ©cftcm auf bcr ©trafee fallen h)ir 
t)iclc SKcnfd^cn. §cutc morgcn id) crl^iclt cincn SSricf. 2lte bcr 
SricQ anftng, man crmartctc nid^t, ba^ cr milrbc baucm (last) 
fo lang. SBcrbcn ®ic nac^ bcr ©tabt morgcn gcl^cn ? §abcn ©ic 
gcfcl^cn mcin Sud^ ? 3a, id) \)abc bcm ?cl^rcr c^ gcgcbcn. 
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adjectives, 4, 12, 46-74: definition 
of, 4; modifications of, 12; limiting 
and descriptive, 46; rule for in- 
flection of, 60; weak declension of, 
61-53; strong declension of, 64- 
66; used as nouns, 60-61; proper, 
62; irregularities of declension, 
62; comparison of, 64-72; relative 
and adverbial superlatives, 68; 
irregular comparison, 70; peri- 
phrastic comparison, 71; descend- 
ing comparison, 72; possessive, 83, 
86; interrogative, 93; demonstra- 
tive, 96-98; participles used as, 
60, 109, 3; used as adverbs, 73 
adverbial compounds, 80, 89, 94 
adverbs, 6, 73, 77: definitions of, 6; 
comparison of, 73; ordinal, 77 

al^, tottm, toam, 166, 173 

ali9 and toit, 66 note 

ai§ oh, ai2 tottm, 173 

articles, 18-23: definite, 18-21; 

indefinite, 22, 23; contractions, 

19 

capitals, 197 

conjunctions, coordinating, 172; sub- 
ordinating, 173 
connecting vowel, 117, 122 

btt/ uses of, 193 

ber, bie, ha^, 196 
biefer, 96, 97 

bu^form, 79, 118 



t^ gibt (i\t), 144 
tttoa^, 99, 3 

gender, 11, 24, 26 
gerundive, 109, 2 

i^abeit, conjugation of. 111; verbs 
that take l^aben, 107 

imperative mood, 118, 121, 146 
imperative subjunctive, 149 
indirect discourse, 168 
infinitives, 108, 140; accusative, 170 
interjections, 9 

iemanb, 99, 2 
iebemtamt, 99 

lohtVl, conjugation of, 116 

tttan, 99, I 
manner, 63c 

modal auxiliaries, 138-142: principal 
parts of, 138; conjugation in pres- 
ent, 139; with dependent infini- 
tives, 140; meaning of, 142 

moods, kinds and definitions of, 6; 
uses of, 146-160 

ita4 and nac^bem, 166 
nidit», 99, 3 
niemcutb/ 99 

nouns: kinds and definitions of, 2; 
modifications of (person, number. 
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gender, case) 11; rules for gender, 
25; declension of, 26 ff.; general 
scheme, 33; strong, 34-38; weak, 
40-41; mixed, 42-43; proper, 45; 
of weight, 169 

numerals, 74-77: cardinals, 74; ordi- 
nals, 75; fractions, 76; ordinal 
adverbs, 77 

ttUtt, uses of, 194 

participles, present, 109; past, 110 

passive, 128-137: auxiliary of, 131- 
132; real, 130, 131, 134; apparent, 
130, 132, 135; agent with, 133; 
substitutes for, 137 

prefixes, inseparable^ 124; separable, 
125; doubtful, 125 note 

prepositions, definitions, 8; lists, 171 

principal parts, of nouns, 32 note i; 
of verbs, 102 

pronouns: kinds and definitions of, 
3; personal, 78; of address, 79; 
agreement, 81; absolute use of t2, 
hit^, bOiS, tOtlditS, 82, 93, 98; 
possessive, 83-85; relative, 86-92; 
agreement with antecedent, 88; 
toer, 90, 91; toaS, 90, 92; inter- 
rogative, 93; demonstrative, 95- 
98; indefinite, 99 

punctuation, 198 

f(^(ageii, 120 

fcin, conjugation of, 113; verbs that 

take fein, 107 
sentence, kinds and definitions of, 

14 

{t(^ freuen, 127, i 
ft(^ f(^mei(^efo, 127, 2 

fo((^, 53c, 96, I 

fonbetii/ ahtt, oXitin, 172 

subjunctive, 147-160: optative, 148; 
imperative, 149; conditional, 150; 
potential, 155; concessive, 156; 
comparison, 157; indirect dis- 
course, 158; purpose, 159 



superlative, 64, 68 
syllabication, 196 

tenses, formation of, 112; of the 
subjunctive, 147; use of, 161 

tense scheme, for unreal conditions, 
152; for indirect discourse, 158, 

2, 3 
time, ways of expressing, 168 

umlaut, of nouns, 33, 36, 3, 38, 2, 40 
note I, 44; of adjectives, 65; of 
verbs, 121, 123 

unreal conditions, 150-157 

verbs, 100-164: definitions of, 5; 
modifications of, 13; stem of, 101; 
principal parts of, 102; weak, 103, 
115-118; irregular weak, 103, 119; 
connecting vowel, 117, 122; strong, 

103, 120-123; vowel change in 
the present indicative of strong 
verbs, 121; formation of tenses, 

104, 112; tense auxiliaries, 105, 
111-114; rule for fein and f^obtn, 
107; modal auxiliaries, 105, 138- 
142; infinitives, 108, 140; partici- 
ples, 109, 110; verbs in -e(tl and 
-ttU, 116; inseparable, 124; sepa- 
rable, 125; reflexive, 126, 127; 
preterit subjunctive, 123; passive 
voice, 128-137; auxiliary of the 
future, 112, 3, 4, 142 caution; im- 
personal, 143, 144; with dative, 
162 

vowel change in present indicative of 
strong verbs, 121, 122 

)t)&4tettb and inbetitf 173 
ttianbent, 116 
toatm, 165, 173 

ttiai^, relative, 90, 92; interrogative, 
93 

toa^ fitr ein, 93 note 
toetrn, 166, 167, 173 
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toet/ relative, 90, 92; interrogative, 
93 

toerbett, 114 
toiffen, 139, 2 

word order, 174-187: kinds of, 176; 
transposed, 176; normal, 177; 
inverted, 177-179; of infinitives, 



past participles, and separable 
prefixes, 180; of predicate nouns 
and predicate adjectives, 181; of 
objects, 182; of adverbs, 183; of 
negatives, 184; of double infinitive, 
185; of modifiers or objects of 
infinitives and participles, 186, 187 
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Riehl's Burg Neideck (Jonas). Vocabulary and exercises. 40 cts. 

Rogge's Der grosse PreussenkSnig (Adams). Vocabulary. 50 cts. 

Schiller's Der Geisterseher (Joynes). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Schiller's DreissigjShriger Krieg (Prettyman). Book III. 40 cts. 

Selections for Sight Translation (Mondan). 17 cts. 

Shorter German Poems (Hatfield). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

SpieUiagen's Das Skeletti m Hause (Skinner). Vocabulary. 50 cts. 

Stifter's Das Haidedorf (Heller). 25 cts. 

StSkl's AUe fiinf (Bernhardt). Vocab. and exercises. 35 cts. 

Unter dem Christbaum (Bernhardt). 40 cts. 

Wildenbruch's Das edle Blut (Schmidt). Vocab. and exercises. 35 cts. 

Wildenbruch's Der Letzte (Schmidt). Vocab. and exercises. 40 cts. 

Wildenbruch's Neid (Prettyman). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Zschokke's Das Abenteuer der Neujahrsnacht (Handschin). Vocab. 40 cts. 

Zschokke's Das Wirtshaus zu Cransac (Joynes). Vocab. and exs. 35 cts. 



Ibeatb's Aodetn Xanduage Series 

INTERMEDIATE GERMAN TEXTS. (Partial List.) 

Arnold's Aprilwetter (Possler). Vocabulary. 45 cts. 

Arnold's Fritz auf Ferien (Spanhoofd). Vocab. and exercises. 35 cts. 

Arnold's Mexine im Seebad (Thomas) . Vocab. and exercises. 35 cts. 

Auf der Sonnenseite (Bernhardt). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Baumbach's Das HabichtsfrSulein (Bernhardt). Vocab. and exs. 45 cts. 

Baumbach's Der Schwiegersohn (Bernhardt). 30 cts. Vocabulary. 45 cts. 

Baumbach's Die Nonna (Bernhardt). Vocabulary. 35 cts. 

Drei kleine Lustspiele (Wells). Vocabulary and exercises. 50 cts. 

Bbner-Bschenbach's Die Freiherren von Gemperlein (Hohlfeld). 40 cts. 

Freytag's Die Joumalisten (Toy). Vocabulary. 45 cts. 

Frommel's Bingeschneit (Bernhardt). Vocabulary. 35 cts. 

Frommel's Mit RMnzel und Wanderstab (Bernhardt) . Vocab. and exs. 40 cts. 

Fulda's Der Talisman (Prettyman). Vocabulary. 50 cts. 

GerstScker's Der WUddieb (Myers). Vocabulary and exercises. 45 cts. 

GerstScker's Irrfahrten (Sturm). Vocabulary. 50 cts. 

Grillparzer's Der arme Spielmaxm (Howard). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Heyse's Das MSdchen von Treppi (Joynes). Vocab. and exercises. 40 cts. 

Heyse's Hochzeit auf Capri (Bernhardt). Vocab. and exercises. 40 cts. 

Hoffmaxm's Gymnasium zu Stolpenburg (Buehner). Vocabulary. 45 cts. 

Eleller's Die drei gerechten Kammachcr (CoUings). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Keller's Kleider machen Leute (Lambert). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Liliencron's Anno 1870 (Bernhardt). Vocabulary. 45 cts. 

Moser's Der Bibliothekar (Wells). Vocabulary. 45 cts. 

Moser's KSpnickerstrasse 120 (Wells). 35 cts. 

Riehl's Das Spielmaxmskind (Eaton). Vocabulary and exercises. 45 cts. 

Riehl's Der Fluch der SchSnheit (Thomas). Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Schiller's Das Lied von der Glocke (Chamberlin). Vocabulary. 25 cts. 

Schiller's Jungfrau von Orleans (Wells). lUus. 60 cts. Vocab., 70 cts. 

Schiller's Maria Stuart (Rhoades). Illustrated. 60 cts. Vocab.. 70 cts. 

Schiller's Wilhelm Tell (Deering). Illustrated. 50 cts. Vocab. , 75 cts. 

Seidel: Aus goldenen Tagen (Bernhardt). Vocab. and exercises. 40 cts. 

Seidel's Leberecht Hiihnchen (Spanhoofd). Vocabulary. 35 cts. 

Selections for Sight Translation ( Deering) . 17 cts . 

Stem's Die Wiedert£ufer (Sturm). Vocabulary and exercises. 45 cts. 

Stille Wasser (Bernhardt). Three tales. Vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Wichert's Als Verlobte empfehlen sich (Flom). Vocabulary. 30 cts. 

Wilbrandt's Das Urteil des Paris (Wirt). 35 cts. 




Ibeatb'5 Aodern Xanauage Series 

ADVANCED GERMAN TEXTS. (Partial List.) 

Dahn's Bin Kampf tun Rom (Wenckebach). Abridged. 60 cts. 

Dahn's Sigwalt und Sicridh (Schmidt). 30 cts. 

Deutsche Reden (Tombo). 90 cts. 

Bin Charakterbild von DeutscUand (Evans and Merhaut). $1.00. 

Frenssen's Jorn Uhl (Plorer). 00 cts. 

Freytag's Aus dem Jahrhundert des grossen Kriegea (Rhoades). 40 eta. 

Freytag's Aus dem Staat Friedrichs des Grossen (Hagar). 85 cts. 

Freytag's Das Nest der Zaunkdnige (Roedder and Handschin). 65 cts. 

Froytag'a Rittmeister von Alt-Rosen (Hatfield). 55 cts. 

Freytag's Soil und Haben (Piles). Abridged. 60 cts. 

Goethe's Dichtung und Wahrheit (I-IV). Buchheim. 00 cts. 

Goethe's Bgmont (Hatfield). 60 cts. 

Goethe's Faust (Thomas). Part I, $1.15. Part II, $1.50. 

Goetiie's Hermann und Dorothea (Hewett). 75 cts. 

Goethe's Iphigenie (Rhoades). 60 cts. 

Goetiie's Meisterwerke (Bernhardt). $1.25. 

Goethe's Poems (Harris). 00 cts. 

Goethe's Torquato Tasso (Thomas). 75 cts. 

GriUparzer's Der Traum, ein Leben (Meyer). 45 cts 

Hebbel's Agnes Bemauer (Evans). 50 cts. 

Heine's Poems (White). 75 cts. 

Herzog's Die Buigkinder (Boetzkes). Abridged. Vocabulary. 00 cts. 

Kfimer's Zriny (Holzwarth). 40 cts. 

Lessing's Emilia Gatotti (Winkler). 60 cts. 

Lessing's Ifinna von Bamhelm (Primer). 60 cts. With vocabulary, 65 cts. 

Lessing's Nathan der Weise (Primer). 80 cts. 

Lttdwig's Zwischen Hhnmel und Erde (Meyer). 60 cts. 

Meyer's JOrg Jenatsch (Kenngott). Abridged. 60 cts. 

MSrike's Mozart auf der Reise nach Prag (Howard). 40 cts. 

Scheffel's Ekkehard (Wenckebach). Abridged. 55 cts. 

Scheffel's Trompeter von SttkUngen (Wenckebach). Abridged. 50 cts. 

Schiller's Ballads Gohnson). 60 cts. 

Schiller's WaUensteins Tod (Eggert). 60 cts. 

Sodermann's Der Katzensteg (Wells). Abridged. Glossary. 60 cts. 

Sttdermann's Frau Sorge (Leser and Osthaus). Vocabulary. 00 cts. 

Sodermann's Heimat (Schmidt). 40 cts. 

Sttdermann's Johannes (Schmidt). 40 cts. 

Sttdermann's Teja (Pord). Vocabulary. 35 cts. 

Thomas's German Anthology. $2.25. 

Wildenbruch's Die Rabenstehierin (Pord). 40 cts. 

Wildenbruch's Harold (Eggert). 40 cts. 



tycaWs Obo^ctn Xanguage Series 

FRENCH GRAMMARS, READERS, ETC. 

Anecdotes Faciles (Super). 30 cts. 

Blanchaud's Progressive French Idioms. 60 cts. 

Bouvef 8 Exercises in French Syntax and Composition. 75 cts. 

Bowen's First Scientific French Reader. 90 cts. 

Brace's Dict6es Fransaises. 35 cts. 

Bruce's Orammaire Franfaise. $1.15. 

Bruce's Lectures Faciles. 60 cts. 

Capus's Pour Charmer nos Petits.' 50 cts. 

Chapuzet and DaniePs Mes Premiers Pas en Fransais. 60 cts. 

Clarke's Subjunctive Mood. An inductive treatise, with exercises. 50 cts. 

Comfort's Exercises in French Prose Composition. 35 cts. 

Davies's Elementary Scientific French Reader. 45 cts. 

Edgren'8 Compendious French Grammar. $1.15. Part 1.35 cts. 

Fontaine's En France. 90 cts. 

Fontaine's Lectures Courantes. $1.00. 

Fontaine's Livre de Lecture et de Conversation. 90 cts. 

Fraser and Squair's Abridged French Grammar. $1.10. 

Eraser and Squair's Complete French Grammar. $1.16. 

Fraser and Squair's Shorter French Course. $1.10. 

French Anecdotes (Giese and Cool). 45 cts. 

French Verb Blank (Fraser and Squair). 35 cts. 

Grandgent's Essentials of French Grammar. $1.00. 

Grandgenf s French Composition. 60 cts. 

Grandgenf s Materials for French Composition. Each, 15 cts. 

Grandgent's Short French Grammar. 75 cts. 

Heath's French Dictionary. $1.50. 

Benin's M6thode. 50 cts. 

Hotchkiss's Le Premier Livre de Franfais. 40 cts. 

Knowles and Favard's Grammaire de la Conversation. $1.15. 

Mansion's Exercises in French Composition. 60 cts. 

Mansion's First Tear French. For young beginners. 50 cts. 

M6ras' Le Petit Vocabulaire. 25 cts. 

Pattou's Causeries en France. 70 cts. 

Pellissier's Idiomatic French Composition. $1.00. 

Perfect French Possible (Knowles and Pavard). 40 cts. 

Prisoners of the Temple (Guerber). For French Composition. 30 cts. 

Roux's Lessons in Granmiar and Composition, based on Colomba. 20 cts. 

Schenck's French Verb Forms. 20 cts. 

Snow and Lebon's Easy French. 60 cts. 

Story of Cupid and Psyche (Guerber). For French (Composition. 20 cts. 

Super's Preparatory French Reader. 70 cts. 




